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1. Overall Description:

On the last TSG GERAN #9 meeting work items have been presented proposing to evolve the Gb interface to provide enhancements to support streaming services and even further to allow conversational services. The work items, backed up by several companies were proposing

	Multiple TBFs
	RLC/MAC multiplexing to a single user to make it possible for one MS to support different flows with different QoS at the same time (e.g. streaming and SIP). Different flows can be scheduled with RLC/MAC block granularity which makes it possible in GERAN to support services with strict delay requirement together with best effort services

	Handover
	In order to support Conversational/Streaming services with low delay and interruption times at cell change it may be necessary to introduce Handover and SGSN/BSS relocation procedures in A/Gb mode.

	Optimizations for conversational services
	In order to support conversational services efficiently over the radio interface other possible enhancements such as "slim LLC/SNDCP modes" and a transparent RLC mode are needed.



In order to allow the provision and efficient support of all QoS classes over the Gb interface. In the discussions it was clear that the work items on Handover and Optimizations for the conversational services would require the involvement of SA2, since it would have an impact on the core network side. Also SMG2 and SMG12/SA2 took the decision in February 2000 to provide conversational services only via the Iu interface, which does not foresee a provision of conversational services via the Gb interface.

TSG GERAN #9 decided to progress the evolution of A/Gb mode by running a feasibility study with a completion date for GERAN #10, which should investigate the feasibility and impact to enhance the Gb interface. As a first step a TSG GERAN ad hoc meeting has been held in June discussing the different areas identified. 

TSG GERAN wants to inform TSG SA 2 about the ongoing activities and has attached the outcome of the ad hoc as well as the first draft of the feasibility study.

2. Actions:

None.


3. Date of Next GERAN Meetings:

GERAN #11
26th – 30th August 2002

