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1 Introduction

This contribution is provided for information and discussion. It follows the decision made at the last TSG GERAN #7 meeting not to increment the revision level that existed up to R99 for Release 4 and onwards.

2 Feature support indication to the network

A general principle is that the support of optional features is:

· either signalled to the radio access network in the MS Radio Access Capabilities / MS Classmark 3 IE (e.g. EGPRS) ,

· or signalled implicitly by the Mobile Station making use of the procedure, if supported by the network (e.g. the request for acquisition of system information).

Other protocol enhancements have been brought in releases that followed Release 97 and for which no such indication was defined since those protocol enhancements were made mandatory for the Mobile Station to support. Up to Release 99 of the standard, a revision level exists that allows the network to identify the release of the specifications to which the MS is compliant. If the MS identifies itself as a R99 mobile station, the radio access network knows that the mobile station supports enhanced measurement reporting, blind search and the two-bit duplication avoidance mechanism.

Now, for release 4 and onwards, it seems that this is no longer possible. The features that have been defined in release 4 and made mandatory for the mobile station to support now form a package (GERAN feature package 1). The support of this package of features is indicated in the MS Radio Access Capabilities / MS Classmark 3 IE as specified in 24.008. However there is no requirement for a Mobile Station indicating support for that package of feature to also indicate support for release 99.

Therefore, it means that a Rel97 Mobile Station can now skip the implementation of features made mandatory in Rel99 and only implement the GERAN feature package 1. Those features have therefore become more or less release-independent. Now, it means also that when release 5 will be introduced, if we continue following this approach, a Mobile Station may very well implement the features made mandatory in release 5 but skip support of features defined as “mandatory” in releases 99 and 4.

3 Conclusion

The question which this contribution would like to raise to the TSG GERAN community is: is it acceptable ? If not, then why has this break in the revision level incremental approach been done ?
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