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Note: This communication is sent on behalf and on the request of SA4 TFO SWG to GERAN (via SA4 Chairman since SWGs are not allowed to liaise directly to outside SA4). It was felt at TFO SWG that this direct communication from TFO SWG could speed up the up-dating of the Rel5 specifications impacted by the work of GERAN and SA4.  

1.
Up-dating of the Codec list
SA4 TFO SWG thanks GERAN for the LS “Speech codecs references for GERAN”. This LS requires SA4 to provide codec type names for the AMR-WB when used with 8-PSK Full rate Traffic Channels as well as for the AMR (NB) when used with 8-PSK Half rate Traffic Channels. The second request is to up-date the codec list specified for GSM and UMTS in the 3GPP TS 26.103.

The proposed names for the codec types are:

· OFR_AMR-WB

· OHR_AMR

The attached CR to up-date 26.103 is provided for information since it has not been formally approved yet by neither SA4 nor SA plenaries.

If GERAN wishes to make any comment regarding this proposed CR to the TS 26.103, it should be received before the next SA4 meeting SA4#20 in order to be taken into account as soon as possible.

We would like to know if other codec type(s) are likely to be introduced in the Rel5 such as for example the AMR-WB for 8 PSK Half rate Traffic Channels (OHR_AMR-WB)? This codec list is used in some of the TFO messages and has therefore some influence on the TFO specification 3GPP TS 28.062 whose Rel5 is under completion.

2.
AMR-WB
A clear requirement received from SA1 is that the use of AMR-WB speech service with TDM networks (64 kbit/s E1 or T1 links) must be possible. The solution that is being specified to fulfil this requirement is to use Tandem Free Operation.

SA4 is currently completing the development of TS 28.062 V5.0 which will enable the use of AMR-WB for the above mentioned network configurations.

The use of the RATSCCH improves TFO significantly. The organisations participating to the TFO standardisation work have drafted a CR to the 45.009 in order to enable the use of this Channel with AMR-WB; new messages are introduced to deal with AMR-WB configuration. (The draft CR is found in Tdoc GP-020276.)

GERAN is asked to consider this CR and to up-date accordingly the TS 45.009 if found acceptable and to keep SA4 informed on the progress of this work.
3.
Actions

GERAN: 
Review CR to TS 26.103 (attached to this Tdoc)


Review CR to TS 45.009 (in Tdoc GP-020276)


Answer about the inclusion of possible other codec types in Rel 5

4. Next meetings

SA4#20:
February 18-22, 2002 
Lulea, Sweden

[last before Rel5 deadline]

SA4#21:
May 13-17, 2002 

Rennes, France

