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Reason for change:
Mobile station implementations are allowed (and exist) having a distribution of the first message sent on PRACH such that the first message is always sent in the first TDMA frame of the PRACH block. This is an error in the specification, because it may cause an unbalanced distribution of the PRACH load between the TDMA frames within the PRACH block.




Summary of change:
A requirement is introduced that the first attempt to send a message on PRACH shall have a uniform distribution between the four possible TDMA frames within the selected PRACH block.




Consequences if not approved:
The risk for collisions on PRACH increases and impacts negatively on the overall PRACH capacity. 
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7.1.2.1.1
Access persistence control on PRACH

The mobile station shall make maximally M + 1 attempts to send a PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST (respectively EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST) message.

After sending each PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST (respectively EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST) message, the mobile station shall listen to the full PCCCH corresponding to its PCCCH_GROUP.

The PRACH Control Parameters IE contains the access persistence control parameters and shall be broadcast on PBCCH and PCCCH. The parameters included in the PRACH Control Parameters IE are:

-
MAX_RETRANS, for each radio priority i (i=1,2,3,4);

-
PERSISTENCE_LEVEL, which consists of the PERSISTENCE_LEVEL P(i) for each radio priority i (i = 1, 2, 3, 4); where P(i) Î {0, 1, …14, 16}. If the PRACH Control Parameters IE does not contain the PERSISTENCE_LEVEL parameter, this shall be interpreted as if P(i)=0 for all radio priorities;

-
S;

-
TX_INT.

The mobile station shall start timer T3186 at the beginning of the Packet Access Procedure. At expiry of timer T3186, the packet access procedure shall be aborted, packet access failure shall be indicated to upper layers and the mobile station shallreturn to packet idle mode.

The first attempt to send a PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST (respectively EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST) message, may be initiated at the first available PRACH block on the PDCH defined by the PCCCH_GROUP for the mobile station (see 3GPP TS 45.002). The mobile station shall chose one of the four TDMA frames within the selected PRACH block randomly with a uniform probability distribution. 

For each attempt, the mobile station shall draw a random value R with uniform probability distribution in the set {0, 1, …, 15}. The mobile station is allowed to transmit a PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message if P(i), where i is the radio priority of the TBF being established, is less or equal to R.

After each attempt, the S and T parameters are used to determine the next TDMA frame in which it may be allowed to make a successive attempt. The number of TDMA frames belonging to the PRACH on the PDCH defined by the PCCCH_GROUP for the mobile station between two successive attempts to send a PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST (respectively EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST) message excluding the TDMA frames potentially containing the messages themselves is a random value drawn for each transmission with uniform probability distribution in the set {S, S + 1, …, S + T ‑ 1};

Here,

M
is the value of the parameter MAX_RETRANS, belonging to the Radio Priority of the access;

T
is the value of the parameter TX_INT;

S
is the value of the parameter S.

Having made M + 1 attempts to send a PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST (respectively EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST) message, the mobile station shall stop timer T3186 and start timer T3170 . At expiry of timer T3170, the packet access procedure shall be aborted, a packet access failure shall be indicated to upper layer and the mobile station shall return to packet idle mode.

If the mobile station receives a PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT message while it is waiting for a response to a PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST (respectively EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST) message, it shall abort the packet access procedure and respond to the PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT message (see subclause 7.2.1). The mobile station shall then attempt establishment of an uplink TBF using the procedures defined in subclause 8.1.2.5.
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