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TSG GERAN WG1 would like to highlight a possible misunderstanding, with could lead to MS / BSS interoperability problems, about the TSC used for the PTCCH/D channel.

PTCCH/D is clearly defined as a "Packet dedicated control channel" ( § 3.3.4.2 of the 45.002):

3.3.4.2            Packet dedicated control channels 

iii)  Packet Timing advance control channel downlink (PTCCH/D): Used to transmit timing advance updates for several MS. One PTCCH/D is paired with several PTCCH/U's.

The 3GPP TS 45.002 is also very clear about TSC to be used on the "Common control channels" see § 5.2.3 "Normal Burst":

"For broadcast and common control channels, the TSC must be equal to the BCC, as defined in 3GPP TS 03.03 and as described in this technical specification in sub clause 3.3.2."

TSG GERAN WG1 concluded that the TSC to be used on PTCCH/D is the TSC given on the GPRS Assignment for the associated PDTCH: This TSC is provided in Packet Uplink Assignment, Packet Downlink Assignment or Packet TimeSlot Reconfigure messages.

This allows the network to use a TSC for dedicated channels different from the TSC used for broadcast and common control channels. 

Therefore, the TSC used for the PTCCH/D shall be the same as the one of the associated PDTCH, (i.e. the one given in the allocation message) which is not necessary the TSC used on all common control channels ( i.e BCC)

If a misalignment between MS and network occurs, the continuous timing advance procedure may be corrupted: The MS will not be able to decode the Timing Advance information, and therefore will not transmit any data bloc.

TSG GERAN WG1 kindly ask TSG GERAN WG4 to introduce a test case for the Timing Advance where the TSC assigned to the MS (and used on the PTCCH/D) is not the same as the BCC of the cell.

