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3GPP TSG-GERAN has discussed the removal of the GPRS Network Operation Mode III from Release 97. See attached Tdoc GP-0100078.

GERAN recognises that the network operation mode III (i.e. no Gs interface supported but PCCCH used) provides a degraded service quality compared to network operation mode I. However, because of the late availability of Gs interface in some networks, GERAN see that the network operation mode III might be needed in some GPRS networks as an intermediate step before full deployment of network operation mode I.

GERAN see that because of the above-mentioned reasons, network operation mode III can not be removed. 
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