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1. Overall Description:

TS 31.102, section 5.3.14, indicates that the ME must check the value of the APN against a list stored in the EF_ACL on the USIM before requesting a PDP context activation from the network, when the corresponding service is available on the USIM.

The same mechanism does not apply in the case of an EPS Network due to the different sequence used for the PDN Connectivity Request with a given APN value. As a result, the current specification is unclear and might cause different interpretations and behaviours.
On an EPS network, the ME performs the ATTACH procedure without passing an APN value and can set the flag "ESM Information transfer" on. Later on, the ME indicates the APN value as part of the ESM Information Response.
In the case where the ACL service is available on the USIM, TS 31.102 currently does not indicate if the ME needs to check if the "network provided APN" is contained within EF_ACL before the ATTACH or if the APN value that is passed later in the ESM Information Response is contained within EF_ACL or if both need to be contained within the EF_ACL.

CT6 discussed to modify TS 31.102 as per the attached file (C6-110252), requiring the ME to check if the APN value that is passed later in the ESM Information Response is contained within EF_ACL and to not proceed if this condition is not true.
2. Actions:

To CT1 group.

ACTION: 
CT6 asks CT1 to provide guidance on the issue mentioned above and confirm which value the ME must check to perform a PDN connection.
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