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1. Overall Description:

SA1 have introduced a new requirement into TS 22.011 and TS 23.122, Rel-7:
-- Quote -- 

The HPLMN may provide on the SIM additional information on the available PLMNs. If this information is provided then the MS shall indicate it to the user. This information, provided as free text may include:
-
preferred partner,

-
roaming agreement status, 

-
supported services 

-- End Quote ---

Even if it is assumed that the USIM is meant rather than the SIM (SIM specifications are frozen since Rel-4), CT6 finds itself reluctant to agree on a related CR for the USIM specification, for the following reasons:

· Such information as given in the examples is usually subject to frequent changes and updates by the operator and is therefore likely to require a significant amount of over-the-air maintenance. Operators would have to take on this new task of keeping the additional information in order, so to avoid provisioning wrong, outdated or obsolete information.

· Operators present at CT6 have indicated that this feature is not seen to be essential at all, neither was particular support expressed by terminal manufacturers or card manufacturers. 

There is a strong feeling in CT6 that this optional feature is likely to be one of those that are specified but never implemented in MEs and USIMs but only increase the complexity of specifications. 

2. Actions:

To SA1 group: 
1. CT6 would like to ask SA1 to reconsider the need for this feature in light that the information has to be provisioned and maintained by operators. Do operators really want that? 
2. Further, SA1 may check if the abbreviation "SIM" is still used in their specifications in places where the USIM or UICC are actually meant and correct them accordingly.
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