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1. Overall Description:

SA have approved 3GPP TS 33.163 Rel.15, a normative specification for the BEST (Battery Efficient Security for very low Throughput MTC Devices). This service provides end-to-end security and SA3 decided that the LTE authentication vectors (CK, IK, RAND, AUTN, XRES) can be re-used for the purpose of setting up a secure connection between the UE and a newly introduced element in the home network, namely the HSE. In order to make that work, the HSE would have to be able to fetch LTE authentication vectors from the HSS and SA3 has identified that the S6a interface as a potential interface.

In LS S3-170671 (attached) SA3 informed CT4 of its intention to specify the S6a interface and kindly requested CT4 to update their specification, TS 29.272 accordingly and/or inform SA3 of any trouble while doing so or if CT4 is of the opinion that a new interface is necessary.

Another point that SA3 would like to raise is that during the BEST work a new energy efficient stage-3 protocol was designed 'EMSDP'. This protocol is now contained in an Annex. SA3 therefore kindly asks CT4 to review the protocol and inform SA3 of whether or not CT4 would like to adopt the protocol by including the protocol in any of CT4’s specifications.

As release 15 is closing, SA3 would like to confirm that CT4 is happy that the S6a interface is used and that CT4 do not want to adopt the EMSDP protocol.
2. Actions:

To CT4 group.

ACTION: 
SA3 asks CT4 group 
1) to review the use of S6a for BEST
2) to decide if CT4 would like to adopt the EMSDP protocol
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