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1. Reason for Change
This P-CR provides some text for the General section of the TR 29.819.
2. Proposal

It is proposed to agree the following changes to 3GPP TR 29.819.
* * * First Change * * * *

4
General
4.1
Introduction
Since early 2000, the Diameter base protocol as defined in IETF RFC 3588 [xx] has been progressively adopted by 3GPP to provide various signaling core interfaces in IP-based mobile networks, first for IMS and PCC, to become nowadays one of the main core signaling protocols in LTE networks. Therefore, numerous 3GPP technical specifications list the IETF RFC 3588 [xx] as normative reference.
Published in October 2012, the IETF RFC 6733 [xy] obsoletes the IETF RFC 3588 [xx]. This document is not intended to define a new version of the Diameter base protocol but rather focus on fixing issues that have surfaced during early implementations. It is aimed to be fully backward compatible with previous implementations based on the obsoleted IETF RFC 3588 [xx].
Since the publication of the IETF RFC 6733 [xy], 3GPP has adopted a conservative approach regarding the Diameter base Protocol and the IETF RFC 3588 [xx] remains the normative reference in the 3GPP specifications, even if has been officially obsoleted by IETF and, since, any new Diameter implementation is supposed to be based on the IETF RFC 6733 [xy]. This conservative approach is explained by the fact that any update of an IETF reference in the 3GPP specifications is conditioned by a study evaluating the consequences of the changes in the new IETF document compared to the obsoleted one, especially in term of backward compatibility with nodes already deployed in the 3GPP networks.

4.2
Objectives

The objectives of this Technical Report are the following:

· -
Identification of the changes in the Diameter base protocol specification as defined in the IETF RFC 6733 [xy] compared to the IETF RFC 3588 [xx].
· -
Evaluation of the potential issues regarding backward and onward compatibility between Diameter-based implementations based on the IETF RFC 6733 [xy] and the IETF RFC 3588 [xx]. 
· -
Analysis of the impacts of an update of the reference of the Diameter base protocol in existing 3GPP Diameter application specifications and other specifications referencing the IETF RFC 3588 [xx].
· -
Provide recommendations on the document to use as reference of the Diameter base protocol in existing and new 3GPP specifications.
The conclusions of this study will be used to decide whether or not it is feasible to update the 3GPP specification to use IETF RFC 6733 [xy] instead of IETF RFC 3588 [xx] as normative reference for the Diameter base protocol.
* * * End of Changes * * * *

