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1. Overall Description:

It has been brought to the attention of CT4 that a SRVCC Handover from LTE to GERAN fails if the CN entities (MME, SGSN, MSC) passes on the Source To Target Transparent Container and Target to Source Transparent Container transparently. This is due to TS 36.413 specifying that these containers contain over S1AP the BSSAP TLV, which would require CN entities or the target BSS to strip off the BSSAP TL in the forward direction towards the BSS and, would also require the BSS or CN entities to add the BSSAP TL in the container in the backward direction towards the eNB. 
This has resulted in different vendors' implementations and interworking problems. Note that these problems do not exist for SRVCC Handover from 3G(HSPA) to GERAN, for which the CN transparency is ensured.
CT4 discussed this issue and has taken the following principle decision:
· Transparent containers used by RAN shall be transparent to all intermediate nodes in the Core Network relaying the container: MME, SGSN, MSC shall pass on transparently the containers w/o any modification. 
· If RAN3 needs to deviate from this fundamental CN principle due to serious reasons, RAN3 needs to inform CT4 of this deviation so that CT4 can study and possibly document this appropriately. 
2. Actions:

To RAN3 group.

ACTION: 
CT4 kindly asks RAN3 to consider aligning S1AP such that these containers remain transparent to all CN entities, and to report any deviation to CT4 if this is not possible in some scenarios.
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