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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 has adopted the use of S-TMSI as an initial UE identifier in the RRCConnectionRequest message. When an appropriate S-TMSI is not available, a random value is used instead. There is a need to distinguish between those two alternative settings of the initial UE identifier information element. The RRCConnectionRequest message has very limited size and is already tightly packed. 
RAN2 is assuming that it might be possible to use 1 MME code (MMEC) out of 256 codes, (e.g. the value 255 corresponding to an all ‘1’ bit pattern) as a distinguishing marker for a random value setting, by having the first octet (corresponding to a MMEC part in the S-TMSI bit layout) set to 255, followed by 4 octets (corresponding to the M-TMSI part in the S-TMSI bit layout) of randomly set bits. This special meaning would apply only between the UE and the eNodeB. The implication of this solution would be that the value 255 for a MMEC cannot be assigned to a MME as a regular code value, i.e. can no longer be considered part of the pool of valid MMECs available to MMEs. The value could still be used for different special meanings on other interfaces, if necessary or convenient.
2. Actions:

To CT4 group:
ACTION: 
RAN2 kindly asks CT4 to indicate any concerns regarding this solution. If no concerns are identified, RAN2 would kindly ask CT4 to reserve value 255 (corresponding to all ‘1’ bit pattern) for this purpose.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG2 Meetings:

RAN2 Meeting #62bis

30th June - 4 th July 2008


Warsaw, Poland
RAN2 Meeting #63


18th - 22th Aug 2008



Jeju Island, South Korea
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