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GSMA IREG Packet thanks 3GPP TSG-CT WG4 for its LS on Release-8 EPS Naming Considerations (C4-080525). 

GSMA IREG Packet discussed the subject of Release-8 EPS DNS naming and realizes that the naming mechanism shall allow selection between pre-Release-8 and Release-8 gateway nodes already prior a PDP context activation procedure. GSMA IREG Packet also realizes that the EPS APN naming is further complicated by the multiple protocol support (i.e. GTP, Proxy Mobile IP and Client Mobile IP) in Release-8 gateway nodes and over the inter-operator roaming connections. 

IREG Packet notices that the proposed format for service_ids could lead to misconfiguration situations. Specifically the following problems were noticed with “esp_apn_lma”: 

· Should the correct format be “eps” instead of “esp”? 
· Should the correct format be “esp-apn-lma” (as in APN-OI) instead of “esp_apn_lma” 
· “lma” could be potentially mistaken for “1ma” 

Additionally, “ha0” in the service_id “esp_apn_ha0” was seen to be potentially mistaken with “haO”. 
Therefore IREG Packet would like to encourage 3GPP TSG-CT WG4 to reconsider the naming scheme to minimize the potential problems listed above. 

Additionally, GSMA IREG Packet notes that relying only on exact APN or gateway naming per supported protocol (i.e. GTP, Proxy Mobile IP and Client Mobile IP would each have a different APN-OI and a corresponding FQDN) may not be enough in inter-operator roaming situations, where the roaming partners support a distinct set of protocols over the roaming connections. 

Possible Release-8 EPS naming solutions should be conservative regarding to the growth of DNS configuration, try to minimize the number of additional queries and allow co-existence of pre-Release-8 naming system (i.e. allow gradual migration). It should be noted that operators might want to restrict the use of different protocols per roaming contract basis, which should be taken into account when developing naming solutions for Release-8 EPS.

GSMA IREG Packet looks forward to reviewing forthcoming Release-8 EPS naming solutions that 3GPP is developing.
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