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Discussion

In the GAA/GBA top level architectures, an interface is defined between the Boot Strapping Function (BSS) and the HSS.  This is the Zh interface defined in 3GPP TS 29.109.

In network deployments where more than one HSS is implemented, 3GPP has identified that the SLF is needed to enable devices contacting the HSS’s to determine which of the multiple HSS’s a subscriber’s subscription record id held in.  This has lead to the definition of the Dx interface between CSCF’s and SLF, the Dh interface between AS and SLF and the Dw interface between the 3GPP AAA Server and the SLF.  It seems logical then that the BSF will need a similar interface when more than one HSS is employed.

Proposal

Vodafone proposes that the Dz interface between the BSF and SLF be defined.  This will require changes to 29.109 (CT4) and to 33.220 (SA3).  Two procedural questions exist;-

1. Can this change be made in R6 as a correction, since GAA will not work without this interface in multiple HSS deployments, or does Dz need to be introduced as a new feature in R7?

2. If Dz can only be introduced in R7, does it require a WI?

Vodafone believes that a change in R6 to introduce the Dz interface and SLF into GAA should be possible.  Further, an LS needs to be sent to SA3 requiring the introduction of Dz.  

