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1. Introduction
There was a discussion at CT1#101bis in Spokane US, on different aspects of the Rel-15 stage-3 work on the 5G system, coming up in CT1. In an input paper, ”Discussion on Next Generation System (NGS); impacts to CT1 and planning”, from Huawei and HiSilicon (C1-170178), it was proposed to start a study on CT1 stage-3 impacts now, and base it on the conclusions of the SA2 TR 23.799. 
The paper discusses a number of alternative ways forward on working arrangements, such as:
- Whether to start a Study Item or a Work Item.
- Document in Technical Report or Technical Specification.

- Create a CT-wide SID/WID or one per working group.
The purpose of this paper is to comment on the proposals and discussions, and to suggest ways forward on the arrangements for 5G work in CT working groups.
2. Discussion
Ericsson supports initiating the 5G Ph1 work early, i.e. now in Dubrovnik, aiming for formal approval of a Study or Work Item at the March 2017 CT#75 meeting. This should be done in order for CT to finalize work within the Rel-15 timeframe. If CT waits for the completion of stage-2, indicated in the SA2 WID “5G System - Phase 1 [5GS_Ph1]” (SP-160958) to be September 2017, it is unlikely that CT completes on time. In order to progress the work and achieve approval at CT#75, all CT working groups should be involved in the discussions from start. 
It could be foreseen that stage-3 5G Ph1 work in CT starts with an initial study phase with TR(s), followed by a normative phase with TSes, all within Rel-15. The work will be dependent on the SA2 WID [5GS_Ph1]. Ericsson’s view is that it is appropriate to create a WID with a study phase/TR. To facilitate coordination of the work across CT, the WID should be common for all CT working groups. The WID should however list separate TRs and dedicated rapporteurs per working groups, to focus work on the respective working group’s responsibility area.
Ericsson believes that starting with a WID with a study phase would be preferable since we foresee that the shift from the study to the normative work could differ in time, between the WGs, and also for various aspects within each WG. Furthermore, it is possible that the study phase is not needed for some aspects that could be specified in normative text directly. There may be a need of more coordination between working groups for the needed WID updates as normative work starts, but the benefits of the flexibility are important to us.
The target date for stage-3 freeze in Rel-15 is June 2018. It seems reasonable to allow three quarters for the normative phase (Q4-17 – Q2-18). This would leave two quarters (Q2/Q3-17) for the study phase. Since different aspects could be ready to go from study- to normative phase at different points in time, the study phase could expand to include also Q4-17. To secure completion of normative work within Rel-15 timeframe the study phase should not go beyond Q4-17. Ericsson agrees that TRs do not need to be 100% complete for CT to start normative work.
As mentioned during the CT1 discussions in Spokane it is important to take the degree of stability of different stage-2 parts into account when basing stage-3 functionality upon it. Since Stage-2 has just been started in SA2, Ericsson supports the idea to note in the TR(s) when topics are unstable in stage-2.
3. Summary

Ericsson supports initiating the 5G Ph1 work early, i.e. now in Dubrovnik, aiming for formal approval of a Study or Work Item at the March 2017 CT#75 meeting. In order to progress the work and achieve approval at CT#75, all CT working groups should be involved in the discussions from start.

Ericsson’s view is that it is appropriate to create a WID with a study phase/TR since this gives flexibility. To facilitate coordination of the work across CT, the WID should be common for all CT working groups. The WID should however list separate TRs and dedicated rapporteurs per working group, to focus work on the respective working group’s area of responsibility. To secure completion of normative work within Rel-15 timeframe the study phase should not go beyond Q4-17. Ericsson agrees that TRs do not need to be 100% complete for CT to start normative work.

Since Stage-2 has just been started in SA2 Ericsson supports the idea to note in the TR(s) when topics are unstable in stage-2.
