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Introduction.

During CT3 #49bis a brief discussion was held on whether a new Diameter Application ID was needed for the Gx interface in Release 8. One company contribution (C3-081812) presented a possible way to handle the new AVPs included for Release 8 and also concluded;

“The use of a new Diameter Application ID for the Rel-8 Gx could obviously be justified, but seems not to be necessary. Based on the above clarifications and considering that the IETF RFC 3588 recommends the introduction of a new Application ID only as the “last resort”, CT3 is asked to consider whether reusing the Rel-7 Gx Diameter application in Rel-8 can be regarded as the first option to provide interoperatibility between Rel-7 and Rel-8 Gx entities”. 

Conclusion on the above document was held open until the present meeting, CT3 #50.

In the interim, operator companies have discussed the issue in order to guide CT3 in its work. The authors of this document agree with the conclusion of C3-081812 as copied above, and wish to reuse the Release 7 Application ID for Gx in Release 8, for the reasons stated in C3-081812.

Conclusion.

The authors recommend reuse of the Release 7 Diameter Application ID for the Gx interface in Release 8. In order to achieve backwards compatibility this means that methods to handle the new AVPs introduced in Release 8, including resetting of ‘M’ bits in some cases, need to be resolved.
