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TISPAN WG1 wishes to thank SA1 for their liaison on Overlap Signalling requirements in document S1-071851. 

WG1 has analyzed your request for clarification of the interworking relation between IMS and PSTN/ISDN Emulation subsystem in the context of Common IMS and have found that TISPAN NGN, starting with its release 1, has addressed requirements for such interworking situation, the same as for the interworking with legacy PSTN/ISDN.

When overlap support was introduced in NGN Release 1, specific requirements addressed the NGN domain as the target to perform conversion from overlap to en-bloc when interworking with legacy PSTN/ISDN. 
In addition, it was required to include network options for performing such a conversion.

In the interworking with PSTN/ISDN Emulation, the same network options to perform such conversion (in the NGN domain) were also required.

When Release 2 discussed transfer of Common IMS material in WI 01040 to 3GPP SA1, several instances of the term NGN were changed to IMS and thus, the existing requirement to perform conversion from overlap to en-bloc in the NGN domain when interworking with legacy PSTN/ISDN was converted into a requirement to perform conversion from overlap to en-bloc in the IMS domain while keeping the same network options to carry out such conversion.

Consequently, the requirements to support overlap in the interworking between IMS and PSTN/ISDN Emulation turned to be targeting IMS when the particular network options so indicated, although the intent was to do it within the NGN as seen from TISPAN R2 perspective.

Whilst the unintentional abbreviation change may not imply drastic changes in the case of interworking with legacy networks, TISPAN WG1 finds the issue of "NGN" versus "IMS" a problem to resolve immediately. WG1 intends to further clarify this issue in the next meeting (through member contribution) and also to take advice from WG2 (architecture) and WG3 (protocols) to align any requirements with solutions. As the next meeting is not until March, and recognising the need to freeze Release 8, TISPAN suggest to use the word "network" instead of "IMS", which is more general and makes no assumptions about architecture or solutions.
For that reason, member contributions are expected to revert the requirement to its original intent.

ACTION: 
TISPAN WG1 kindly asks 3GPP SA1 to consider this information and progress the work taking into account the original intent of the TISPAN WG1 requirements. 
NEXT MEETINGS:

TISPAN #16bis, 3rd to 7th of March

Sophia Antipolis, FR
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