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1. Overall Description:

CT3 has been discussing the encoding of the requested QoS information over the Gx interface. During the discussion there were not similar views coming from all the companies on the requirements stated in the Stage 2 specification
There were proposals to change the current encoding based on TS 24.008 " Quality of service" information element that has been used for Gx since Rel-6 to an encoding based on QCI and bandwidths.

Stage 2 TS 23.203 specifies that the QoS information contains the QoS Class Identifier (QCI) and the associated bit rates. 
However, there were different opinions in CT3 if this applies only for the authorised QoS provisioned from PCRF to PCEF or also for the requested QoS supplied for UE-only BCM from PCEF to PCRF.

· TS 23.203 states in several places that the "full QoS information" shall be supplied from GGSN to PCRF.

· On the other side in TS 23.203 A.1.3.1.1.2 it is stated that "the PCEF shall report bearer QoS class identifier and the associated bitrates for new/modified PDP contexts"
Concerns were expressed by some companies that the TS 24.008 "Quality of service" information element contains more information than encoded in the QCI and bandwidth values that are part of the authorised QoS. 
For instance, they were referring to the possibility that the UE does not provide concrete values for QoS classes and bandwidths but requests its subscribed values.

Furthermore, concerns were expressed that the change to a more generic encoding may not be justified since the "nw-init" BCM might be the normal case and the "UE-init" and "UE-nw" BCM might only be required for GPRS.

Other companies expressed the desire to have a generic Gx that could be independent of the access type and also independent of and share the same QoS paradigm in both directions (PCEF to PCRF and vice versa)  that could be easily re-used in future releases.

CT3 would like to seek guidance from SA2 on the following related questions:

1. Does SA2 regard the "UE-init" mode and "UE-nw" mode as specific for GPRS?

2. Does SA2 require for Rel-7 that a QCI-based encoding is used for the requested QoS?

3. Are additional information elements in addition to the ones that may be encoded in QCI and numerical bandwidth values required to be sent as requested QoS to be sent from the PCEF to the PCRF? If so, which information elements?

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
CT3 kindly asks SA2 to answer the question above.
3. Date of Next CT3 Meetings:

CT3#45
20th - 24th August 2007

Vienna, Austria

CT3#46
5th  - 9th November 2007

Sophia Antipolis, France

