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1. Overall Description:

CT3 is working on mechanisms for the Rx interface to enable the PCRF to report on the signalling path status, as required by TS 23.203, Clause 6.2.1:
If an AF requests the PCRF to report on the signalling path status, for the AF session, the PCRF shall, upon indication of loss of resources from the PCEF, for PCC rules corresponding to the signalling traffic notify the AF on changes to the signalling path status. The PCRF needs to have the knowledge of which PCC rules identify signalling traffic.

In this context, concerns were brought forward that for GPRS the PCRF would not have adequate knowledge to provide this notification. The PCRF is not informed by the GGSN about the temporary loss of recovery of a signalling bearer: Assuming that the SIP signalling bearer is using the “interactive” traffic class, the GGSN is itself not aware of the temporary loss or recovery of the corresponding PDP context. The GGSN would be informed about a permanent loss of the PDP context only after the expiry of very long timers, and then inform the PCRF.

It was suggested that a timer-based supervision at the PCEF of the activity of PCC rules, e.g. the rules for signalling traffic, may allow for a faster notification, but the Gx protocol does not provide the functionality to request such a timer based supervision or to indicate that particular PCC rules are used for signalling.

CT3 kindly asks SA2 for guidance if a late notification about the permanent loss of a signalling bearer is considered sufficient for GPRS or if any related Gx extensions are required
2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
CT3 asks SA2  to provide guidance if a late notification about the permanent loss of a signalling bearer is considered sufficient for GPRS or if any related Gx extensions are required
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