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Dicsussion
TDOC C3-040046 presented at the previous meeting has proposed:

“If there are also AAL2 links in the connection chain, then for a new RTP link, the MGW should use other timing information to generate RTP timestamps. For this the Iu or Nb frame number that is based on time may be used.”

However, this proposal conflicts with the fundamental architectural principle TrFO in TS 23.153 that a MGW may remove the so-called “TrFO Break Equipment” and pass IuFP frames transparently, i.e. without inspection.

See e.g. definition and Callflows in Clause 6:

“TrFO break equipment: (TBEs), i.e. contexts containing an UTRAN- and a CN side IU Framing termination (T1 – T4), inter-working in a distinct manner on control level. [Note: context is meant to be the H.248 specific throughout the document]. It is aimed to design protocols for TrFO in a way, that these pieces of HW can be removed after call setup phase to allow to revert to "simple" AAL2 switching in case of ATM transport.

“

This principle is also reflected in various other parts of the text in TS 23.153 and in the 3GUP Package and Annex A within TS 29.232:
“-
If an MGW has two terminations which support the UP package connected to the same context and both RFCI sets match then the MGW may pass frames transparently through the UP entities; no monitoring of the frames is performed, provided that the terminations are through-connected.“
Conclusions
A Change request that explicitly or implicitly requires the IM-MGW to constantly monitor IuFP information would require fundamental architectural TrFO principles that may have direct hardware impact in many implementations to be changed.
Corresponding changes would need to be agreed in CT4 against TS 23.153 and TS 29.232 from Rel-4 onwards.

However, it is Siemen’s position that these fundamental changes with hardware impact are entirely unacceptable against a frozen Release at such a late stage.
It should also be noted that alternative mechanism using the NbFP frame number to correct jitter exist and avoid such fundamental problems.

