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1. Overall Description:

CT#54 has discussed the issue of MTC devices which will need ‘normal priority’ access in order to send infrequent service alerts/alarms in addition to the ‘low priority/delay tolerant’ access that they use for the vast majority of their connection establishments. In Release 10, MTC devices can only use one of these priority levels. 
Normal priority access can be identified as access which does not contain any of the existing access indicators “low priority”, “special access class 11-15” or “emergency call”, i.e. existing default access. 
The problem statement, use cases, and an analysis of the potential specification impact of allowing MTC applications to support both low and normal priority access was presented to CT#54 in company contribution CP-110912 (attached). 

If such dual priority applications continue to be constrained to only use either low priority or normal priority access this may dissuade many MTC customers from using the ‘low priority’ setting and instead use normal priority at all times. This would have the undesirable consequence of limiting or bypassing the use of the network overload protection features added in Release 10.

CT#54 has concluded that the changes necessary in order to allow normal priority access as well as low priority access will mainly affect CT WG1 NAS specifications. GERAN and RAN specifications are not expected to be affected. However, some concerns were raised about the relationship with EAB if such devices are allowed to make normal priority attachment requests. 
CT#54 has therefore concluded that CT WG1 shall investigate if currently existing methods can fulfil the requirements of such dual mode devices, and requests that CT WG1 involves SA WG1, SA WG2, and any other impacted working groups before agreeing normative Stage 3 work.
2. Actions:

To CT WG1.

ACTION:  TSG CT asks CT WG1 to take the above into account in their work on SIMTC.
To SA WG1.

ACTION:
TSG CT asks SA WG1 to take the above into account, as Stage 1 Change Requests to Release 11 may result.
To SA WG2.

ACTION: 
TSG CT asks SA WG2 to take the above into account, and to expect Change Requests to any of their specifications which may be impacted after March 2012, in Release 11.
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