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* * * First Change * * * *

5.4.2.5
Authentication not accepted by the network

If the authentication response returned by the UE is not valid, the network response depends upon the type of identity used by the UE in the initial NAS message, that is:

-
if the GUTI was used; or
-
if the IMSI was used.

If the GUTI was used, the network should initiate an identification procedure. If the IMSI given by the UE during the identification procedure differs from the IMSI the network had associated with the GUTI, the authentication should be restarted with the correct parameters. Otherwise, if the IMSI provided by the UE is the same as the IMSI stored in the network (i.e. authentication has really failed), the network should proceed as described below.

If the IMSI was used for identification in the initial NAS message, or the network decides not to initiate the identification procedure after an unsuccessful authentication procedure, the network should send an AUTHENTICATION REJECT message to the UE.

Upon receipt of an AUTHENTICATION REJECT message, the UE shall set the update status to EU3 ROAMING NOT ALLOWED, delete the stored GUTI, TAI list, last visited registered TAI and KSIASME. The USIM shall be considered invalid until switching off the UE or the UICC containing the USIM is removed.

If the AUTHENTICATION REJECT message is received by the UE, the UE shall abort any EMM signalling procedure, stop any of the timers T3410, T3417 or T3430 (if running) and enter state EMM-DEREGISTERED. 
Depending on local requirements or operator preference for EPS emergency bearer service, if the UE is attached or attempting to attach to the network for EPS emergency bearer service, sthe MME may not  follow the procedures specified for the authentication failure covering the case when the UE is attached or attempting to attach for normal service. The MME may continue a current EMM specific procedure as if the authentication was successful. If a UE is either attached or attempting to attach for emergency service, and the UE fails to successfully authenticate, the UE shall not assume that the EMM specific procedure is to be aborted. (see subclause 5.2.4.5)
* * * Next Change * * * *

5.4.2.7
Abnormal cases

a)
Lower layer failure:


Upon detection of lower layer failure before the AUTHENTICATION RESPONSE is received, the network shall abort the procedure.

b)
Expiry of timer T3460:


The network shall, on the first expiry of the timer T3460, retransmit the AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message and shall reset and start timer T3460. This retransmission is repeated four times, i.e. on the fifth expiry of timer T3460, the network shall abort the authentication procedure and any ongoing EMM specific procedure and release the NAS signalling connection.

c)
Authentication failure (EMM cause #20 "MAC failure"):


The UE shall send an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message, with EMM cause #20 "MAC failure" according to subclause 5.4.2.6, to the network and start timer T3418 (see example in figure 5.4.2.7.1). Furthermore, the UE shall stop any of the retransmission timers that are running (e.g. T3410, T3417, T3421 or T3430). Upon the first receipt of an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message from the UE with EMM cause #20 "MAC failure", the network may initiate the identification procedure described in subclause 5.4.4. This is to allow the network to obtain the IMSI from the UE. The network may then check that the GUTI originally used in the authentication challenge corresponded to the correct IMSI. Upon receipt of the IDENTITY REQUEST message from the network, the UE shall send the IDENTITY RESPONSE message. 
NOTE 1:
Upon receipt of an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message from the UE with EMM cause #20 "MAC failure", the network may also terminate the authentication procedure (see subclause 5.4.2.5).


If the GUTI/IMSI mapping in the network was incorrect, the network should respond by sending a new AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message to the UE. Upon receiving the new AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message from the network, the UE shall stop the timer T3418, if running, and then process the challenge information as normal.


If the network is validated successfully (an AUTHENTICATION REQUEST that contains a valid SQN and MAC is received), the UE shall send the AUTHENTICATION RESPONSE message to the network and shall start any retransmission timers (e.g. T3410, T3417, T3421 or T3430) if they were running and stopped when the UE received the first failed AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message.


If the UE receives the second AUTHENTICATION REQUEST while T3418 is running, and the MAC value cannot be resolved or the message contains an EPS authentication challenge, the UE shall follow the procedure specified in this subclause, item c, starting again from the beginning. If the SQN is invalid, the UE shall proceed as specified in item e.


It can be assumed that the source of the authentication challenge is not genuine (authentication not accepted by the UE) if any of the following occur:

-
after sending the AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message with the EMM cause #20 "MAC failure" the timer T3418 expires;

-
the UE detects any combination of the authentication failures: EMM causes #20 "MAC failure" and #21 "sync failure", during three consecutive authentication challenges. The authentication challenges shall be considered as consecutive only, if the authentication challenges causing the second and third authentication failure are received by the UE, while the timer T3418 or T3420 started after the previous authentication failure is running.


When it has been deemed by the UE that the source of the authentication challenge is not genuine (i.e. authentication not accepted by the UE), the UE shall proceed as described in item f.
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Figure 5.4.2.7.1: Authentication failure procedure (EMM cause #20 "MAC failure" or 
#26 "Non-EPS authentication unacceptable")
d)
Authentication failure (EMM cause #26 "Non-EPS authentication unacceptable"):

The UE shall send an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message, with EMM cause #26 "Non-EPS authentication unacceptable", to the network and start the timer T3418 (see example in figure 5.4.2.7.1). Furthermore, the UE shall stop any of the retransmission timers that are running (e.g. T3410, T3417, T3421 or T3430). Upon the first receipt of an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message from the UE with EMM cause #26 "Non-EPS authentication unacceptable", the network may initiate the identification procedure described in subclause 5.4.4. This is to allow the network to obtain the IMSI from the UE. The network may then check that the GUTI originally used in the authentication challenge corresponded to the correct IMSI. Upon receipt of the IDENTITY REQUEST message from the network, the UE shall send the IDENTITY RESPONSE message.
NOTE 2:
Upon receipt of an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message from the UE with EMM cause #26 "Non-EPS authentication unacceptable", the network may also terminate the authentication procedure (see subclause 5.4.2.5).


If the GUTI/IMSI mapping in the network was incorrect, the network should respond by sending a new AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message to the UE. Upon receiving the new AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message from the network, the UE shall stop the timer T3418, if running, and then process the challenge information as normal. If the GUTI/IMSI mapping in the network was correct, the network terminates the authentication procedure (see subclause 5.4.2.5).
e)
Authentication failure (EMM cause #21 "synch failure"):


The UE shall send an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message, with EMM cause #21 "synch failure", to the network and start the timer T3420 (see example in figure 5.4.2.7.2). Furthermore, the UE shall stop any of the retransmission timers that are running (e.g. T3410, T3417, T3421 or T3430). Upon the first receipt of an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message from the UE with the EMM cause #21 "synch failure", the network shall use the returned AUTS parameter from the authentication failure parameter IE in the AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message, to re-synchronise. The re-synchronisation procedure requires the MME to delete all unused authentication vectors for that IMSI and obtain new vectors from the HSS. When re-synchronisation is complete, the network shall initiate the authentication procedure. Upon receipt of the AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message, the UE shall stop the timer T3420, if running. 
NOTE 3:
Upon receipt of two consecutive AUTHENTICATION FAILURE messages from the UE with EMM cause #21 "synch failure", the network may terminate the authentication procedure by sending an AUTHENTICATION REJECT message.


If the network is validated successfully (a new AUTHENTICATION REQUEST is received which contains a valid SQN and MAC) while T3420 is running, the UE shall send the AUTHENTICATION RESPONSE message to the network and shall start any retransmission timers (e.g. T3410, T3417, T3421 or T3430), if they were running and stopped when the UE received the first failed AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message.


If the UE receives the second AUTHENTICATION REQUEST while T3420 is running, and the MAC value cannot be resolved or the message contains a EPS authentication challenge, the UE shall proceed as specified in item c; if the SQN is invalid, the UE shall follow the procedure specified in this subclause, item e, starting again from the beginning.


The UE shall deem that the network has failed the authentication check and proceed as described in item f if any of the following occurs:

-
the timer T3420 expires;

-
the UE detects any combination of the authentication failures: EMM cause #20 "MAC failure" or #21 "sync failure", during three consecutive authentication challenges. The authentication challenges shall be considered as consecutive only if the authentication challenges causing the second and third authentication failure are received by the UE while the timer T3418 or T3420 started after the previous authentication failure is running.
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Figure 5.4.2.7.2: Authentication failure procedure (EMM cause #21 "synch failure")

f)
Network failing the authentication check:


If the UE deems that the network has failed the authentication check, then it shall request RRC to locally release the RRC connection and treat the active cell as barred (see 3GPP TS 36.331 [22]). The UE shall start any retransmission timers (e.g. T3410, T3417, T3421 or T3430), if they were running and stopped when the UE received the first AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message containing an invalid MAC or SQN.

g)
Transmission failure of AUTHENTICATION RESPONSE message or AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message indication from lower layers (if the authentication procedure is triggered by a tracking area updating procedure)


The UE shall re-initiate the tracking area updating procedure.

h)
Transmission failure of AUTHENTICATION RESPONSE message or AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message indication with TAI change from lower layers (if the authentication procedure is triggered by a service request procedure)


If the current TAI is not in the TAI list, the authentication procedure shall be aborted and a tracking area updating procedure shall be initiated.


If the current TAI is still part of the TAI list, it is up to the UE implementation how to re-run the ongoing procedure that triggered the authentication procedure.

i)
Transmission failure of AUTHENTICATION RESPONSE message or AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message indication without TAI change from lower layers (if the authentication procedure is triggered by a service request procedure)


It is up to the UE implementation how to re-run the ongoing procedure that triggered the authentication procedure.
j)
Lower layers indication of non-delivered NAS PDU due to handover


If the AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message could not be delivered due to an intra MME handover and the target TA is included in the TAI list, then upon successful completion of the intra MME handover the MME shall retransmit the AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message. If a failure of handover procedure is reported by the lower layer and the S1 signalling connection exists, the MME shall retransmit the AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message.
For c, d, and e:

depending on local requirements or operator preference for EPS emergency bearer service, if the UE is attached or attempting to attach to the network for EPS emergency bearer service, the MME may not follow the procedures specified for the authentication failure covering the case when the UE is attached or attempting to attach for normal service. The MME may respond to the authentication failure by initiating the security mode control procedure. A UE that is attached or attempting to attach for EPS emergency bearer service and sends an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message to the MME with the EMM cause appropriate for these cases (#20, #26, #21 respectively) and receives the SECURITY MODE COMMAND message before the timeout of timer T3418, shall stop timer T3418 and may execute the security mode control procedure. (see subclause 5.2.4.5)
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