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4.7
Emergency service

The need for support of emergency calls in the IM CN subsystem is determined by national regulatory requirements.

If the UE cannot detect the emergency call attempt, the UE initiates the request as per normal procedures as described in subclause 5.1.2A. Depending on network policies, for a non-roaming UE an emergency call attempt can succeed even if the UE did not detect that an emergency session is being requested, otherwise the network rejects the request indicating to the UE that the attempt was for an emergency service.

The UE procedures for UE detectable emergency calls are defined in subclause 5.1.6.

The P CSCF, S-CSCF, and E-CSCF procedures for emergency service are described in subclause 5.2.10, 5.4.8 and 5.11, respectively.

Access dependent aspects of emergency service (e.g. emergency registration support and location provision) are defined in the access technology specific annexes for each access technology.
There are a number of variants within these procedures and which variant gets used depends on a number of issues:

a)
if the UE knows that it is in its own home network, then an existing registration is permitted to be used for signalling the emergency call, except where item c) applies. The access technology specific annexs define the mechanism by which home network determination is made;

b)
if emergency calls are permitted without either an ISIM or a USIM containing security credentials, then the emergency call is made directly without use of any security association created by a registration, and therefore without the registration; and

c)
where the access technology defines specific bearers for the support of emergency calls, a new emergency registration is required so that these specific bearers can be used for both signalling and media, unless an existin emergency registration exists.
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