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1. Overall Description:
SA2 would like to thank their LS on SMS procedures for E-UTRAN (S2-091822 / C1-091391).

Regarding the question raised by CT1:

CT1 would like to ask SA2 whether there is the intention to introduce similar enhancements for the delivery of short messages over IP also for other transport networks (like GPRS or non-3GPP access networks), or whether SA2 can confirm CT1's understanding that the independence from the underlying transport network is still a essential principle to be followed during the further evolution of SMS over IP.
When SA2 first added this functionality, SA2's intention was to introduce generic UE reachability management procedures in EPS which can be applied for any service. Changes made to TS23.204 describe one specific application of such a generic reachability management procedure to SMS over IP.

This functionality was approved in order not to degrade the SMS user experience in E-UTRAN.  It is because in UTRAN/GERAN, SMS retry takes place as soon as UE becomes reachable, but when SMS over IP is applied for E-UTRAN, the SMS retry does not happen until the UE registers in IMS again.

In Release 8, SA2 only approved the functionality for E-UTRAN, but it is SA2's general understanding that similar enhancements may be needed for SGSN and Non-3GPP accesses, in the future releases.

SA2 would also like to inform CT1 and CT4 that SA2 agree on the attached CR intends to correct the wording in the specifications to reflect the above understanding.

2. Actions:

SA2 kindly asks CT1 and CT4 to take the above information into account when creating necessary Stage 3 mechanisms.
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