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* * * 1st Change * * * *
4.4.2.3
Establishment of secure exchange of NAS messages

Secure exchange of NAS messages via a NAS signalling connection is usually established by the MME during the attach procedure by initiating a security mode control procedure. After successful completion of the security mode control procedure, except for the messages specified in subclauses 4.4.4 and 4.4.5, all NAS messages exchanged between the UE and the MME are sent integrity protected and ciphered using the current EPS security algorithm.

During inter-system handover from A/Gb mode to S1 mode or Iu mode to S1 mode, secure exchange of NAS messages is established between the MME and the UE by:

-
the transmission of NAS security related parameters encapsulated in the AS signalling from the MME to the UE triggering the inter-system handover (see 3GPP TS 33.401 [19]). The UE uses these parameters to generate the mapped EPS security context; and,

-
after the handover, the transmission of a TRACKING AREA UPDATE REQUEST message from the UE to the MME. The UE shall send this message integrity protected using the mapped EPS security context, but unciphered. From this time onward, except for the messages specified in subclauses 4.4.4 and 4.4.5, all NAS messages exchanged between the UE and the MME are sent integrity protected and ciphered using the mapped EPS security context.

The secure exchange of NAS messages shall be continued after S1 mode to S1 mode handover. It is terminated after inter-system handover from S1 mode to A/Gb mode or Iu mode or when the NAS signalling connection is released.

When a UE in EMM-IDLE mode establishes a new NAS signalling connection and has a valid current EPS security context, secure exchange of NAS messages can be re-established in the following ways:

1)
Except for the case described in item 3 below, the UE shall transmit the initial NAS message integrity protected with the current EPS security context, but unciphered. The UE shall include the eKSI of the current EPS security context in the initial NAS message. The MME shall check whether the eKSI included in the initial NAS message belongs to an EPS security context available in the MME, and shall verify the MAC of the NAS message. If the verification is successful, the MME may re-establish the secure exchange of NAS messages:

-
by replying with a NAS message that is integrity protected and ciphered using the current EPS security context. From this time onward, except for the messages specified in subclauses 4.4.4 and 4.4.5, all NAS messages exchanged between the UE and the MME are sent integrity protected and ciphered; or

NOTE:
This option is also applicable during the attach procedure, unless the UE indicates in the initial PDN CONNECTIVITY REQUEST sent with the ATTACH REQUEST message that it has ESM information that needs to be sent security protected.

-
by initiating a security mode control procedure. This can be used by the MME to take a cached or a new EPS security context into use or to modify the current EPS security context by selecting new NAS security algorithms; or

2)
If the initial NAS message was a SERVICE REQUEST message or EXTENDED SERVICE REQUEST message, secure exchange of NAS messages is triggered by the indication from the lower layers that the user plane radio bearers are successfully set up. After successful completion of the procedure, except for the messages specified in subclauses 4.4.4 and 4.4.5, all NAS messages exchanged between the UE and the MME are sent integrity protected and ciphered.
3)
If the UE that has no native EPS security context establishes the new NAS signalling connection for a tracking area updating procedure after an inter-system change in idle mode from A/Gb mode to S1 mode or Iu mode to S1 mode, the UE shall send the TRACKING AREA UPDATE REQUEST message without integrity protection and encryption. The UE shall include a nonce for creation of a mapped security context. The MME creates a fresh mapped EPS security context and takes this context into use by initiating a security mode control procedure. This re-establishes the secure exchange of NAS messages.
* * * 2nd Change * * * *
5.4.2.7
Abnormal cases

a)
Lower layer failure:


Upon detection of lower layer failure before the AUTHENTICATION RESPONSE is received, the network shall abort the procedure.

b)
Expiry of timer T3460:


The network shall, on the first expiry of the timer T3460, retransmit the AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message and shall reset and start timer T3460. This retransmission is repeated four times, i.e. on the fifth expiry of timer T3460, the network shall abort the authentication procedure and any ongoing EMM specific procedure and release the NAS signalling connection.

c)
Authentication failure (EMM cause #20 "MAC failure"):


The UE shall send an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message, with EMM cause #20 "MAC failure" according to subclause 5.4.2.6, to the network and start timer T3418 (see example in figure 5.4.2.7.1). Furthermore, the UE shall stop any of the retransmission timers that are running (e.g. T3410, T3417, T3421 or T3430). Upon the first receipt of an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message from the UE with EMM cause #20 "MAC failure", the network may initiate the identification procedure described in subclause 5.4.4. This is to allow the network to obtain the IMSI from the UE. The network may then check that the GUTI originally used in the authentication challenge corresponded to the correct IMSI. Upon receipt of the IDENTITY REQUEST message from the network, the UE shall send the IDENTITY RESPONSE message.

NOTE 1:
Upon receipt of an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message from the UE with EMM cause #20 "MAC failure", the network may also terminate the authentication procedure (see subclause 5.4.2.5).


If the GUTI/IMSI mapping in the network was incorrect, the network should respond by sending a new AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message to the UE. Upon receiving the new AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message from the network, the UE shall stop the timer T3418, if running, and then process the challenge information as normal.


If the network is validated successfully (an AUTHENTICATION REQUEST that contains a valid SQN and MAC is received), the UE shall send the AUTHENTICATION RESPONSE message to the network and shall start any retransmission timers (e.g. T3410, T3417, T3421 or T3430) if they were running and stopped when the UE received the first failed AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message.


If the UE receives the second AUTHENTICATION REQUEST while T3418 is running, and the MAC value cannot be resolved or the message contains an EPS authentication challenge, the UE shall follow the procedure specified in this subclause, item c, starting again from the beginning. If the SQN is invalid, the UE shall proceed as specified in item e.


It can be assumed that the source of the authentication challenge is not genuine (authentication not accepted by the UE) if any of the following occur:

-
after sending the AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message with the EMM cause #20 "MAC failure" the timer T3418 expires;

-
the UE detects any combination of the authentication failures: EMM causes #20 "MAC failure" and #21 "sync failure", during three consecutive authentication challenges. The authentication challenges shall be considered as consecutive only, if the authentication challenges causing the second and third authentication failure are received by the UE, while the timer T3418 or T3420 started after the previous authentication failure is running.


When it has been deemed by the UE that the source of the authentication challenge is not genuine (i.e. authentication not accepted by the UE), the UE shall proceed as described in item f.


[image: image1.emf]UE

MME

Stop T3418

AUTHENTICATION REQUEST

Start T3418

Stop T3460

AUTHENTICATION FAILURE (cause = "MAC failure")

Start T3460

IDENTITY REQUEST

Stop T3470

IDENTITY RESPONSE (IMSI)

Start T3470

AUTHENTICATION REQUEST

Stop T3460

AUTHENTICATION RESPONSE

Start T3460


Figure 5.4.2.7.1: Authentication failure procedure (EMM cause #20 "MAC failure" or 
#26 "Non-EPS authentication unacceptable")

d)
Authentication failure (EMM cause #26 "Non-EPS authentication unacceptable"):

The UE shall send an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message, with EMM cause #26 "Non-EPS authentication unacceptable", to the network and start the timer T3418 (see example in figure 5.4.2.7.1). Furthermore, the UE shall stop any of the retransmission timers that are running (e.g. T3410, T3417, T3421 or T3430). Upon the first receipt of an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message from the UE with EMM cause #26 "Non-EPS authentication unacceptable", the network may initiate the identification procedure described in subclause 5.4.4. This is to allow the network to obtain the IMSI from the UE. The network may then check that the GUTI originally used in the authentication challenge corresponded to the correct IMSI. Upon receipt of the IDENTITY REQUEST message from the network, the UE shall send the IDENTITY RESPONSE message.
NOTE 2:
Upon receipt of an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message from the UE with EMM cause #26 "Non-EPS authentication unacceptable", the network may also terminate the authentication procedure (see subclause 5.4.2.5).


If the GUTI/IMSI mapping in the network was incorrect, the network should respond by sending a new AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message to the UE. Upon receiving the new AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message from the network, the UE shall stop the timer T3418, if running, and then process the challenge information as normal. If the GUTI/IMSI mapping in the network was correct, the network terminates the authentication procedure (see subclause 5.4.2.5).
e)
Authentication failure (EMM cause #21 "synch failure"):


The UE shall send an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message, with EMM cause #21 "synch failure", to the network and start the timer T3420 (see example in figure 5.4.2.7.2). Furthermore, the UE shall stop any of the retransmission timers that are running (e.g. T3410, T3417, T3421 or T3430). Upon the first receipt of an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message from the UE with the EMM cause #21 "synch failure", the network shall use the returned AUTS parameter from the authentication failure parameter IE in the AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message, to re-synchronise. The re-synchronisation procedure requires the MME to delete all unused authentication vectors for that IMSI and obtain new vectors from the HSS. When re-synchronisation is complete, the network shall initiate the authentication procedure. Upon receipt of the AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message, the UE shall stop the timer T3420, if running.

NOTE 3:
Upon receipt of two consecutive AUTHENTICATION FAILURE messages from the UE with EMM cause #21 "synch failure", the network may terminate the authentication procedure by sending an AUTHENTICATION REJECT message.


If the network is validated successfully (a new AUTHENTICATION REQUEST is received which contains a valid SQN and MAC) while T3420 is running, the UE shall send the AUTHENTICATION RESPONSE message to the network and shall start any retransmission timers (e.g. T3410, T3417, T3421 or T3430), if they were running and stopped when the UE received the first failed AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message.


If the UE receives the second AUTHENTICATION REQUEST while T3420 is running, and the MAC value cannot be resolved or the message contains a EPS authentication challenge, the UE shall proceed as specified in item c; if the SQN is invalid, the UE shall follow the procedure specified in this subclause, item e, starting again from the beginning.


The UE shall deem that the network has failed the authentication check and proceed as described in item f if any of the following occurs:

-
the timer T3420 expires;

-
the UE detects any combination of the authentication failures: EMM cause #20 "MAC failure" or #21 "sync failure", during three consecutive authentication challenges. The authentication challenges shall be considered as consecutive only if the authentication challenges causing the second and third authentication failure are received by the UE while the timer T3418 or T3420 started after the previous authentication failure is running.
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Figure 5.4.2.7.2: Authentication failure procedure (EMM cause #21 "synch failure")

f)
Network failing the authentication check:


If the UE deems that the network has failed the authentication check, then it shall request RRC to locally release the RRC connection and the NAS signalling connection, and treat the active cell as barred (see 3GPP TS 36.331 [22]). The UE shall start any retransmission timers (e.g. T3410, T3417, T3421 or T3430), if they were running and stopped when the UE received the first AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message containing an invalid MAC or SQN.

g)
Transmission failure of AUTHENTICATION RESPONSE message or AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message indication from lower layers (if the authentication procedure is triggered by a tracking area updating procedure)


The UE shall re-initiate the tracking area updating procedure.

h)
Transmission failure of AUTHENTICATION RESPONSE message or AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message indication with TAI change from lower layers (if the authentication procedure is triggered by a service request procedure)


If the current TAI is not in the TAI list, the authentication procedure shall be aborted and a tracking area updating procedure shall be initiated.


If the current TAI is still part of the TAI list, it is up to the UE implementation how to re-run the ongoing procedure that triggered the authentication procedure.

i)
Transmission failure of AUTHENTICATION RESPONSE message or AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message indication without TAI change from lower layers (if the authentication procedure is triggered by a service request procedure)


It is up to the UE implementation how to re-run the ongoing procedure that triggered the authentication procedure.
j)
Lower layers indication of non-delivered NAS PDU due to handover


If the AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message could not be delivered due to an intra MME handover and the target TA is included in the TAI list, then upon successful completion of the intra MME handover the MME shall retransmit the AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message. If a failure of handover procedure is reported by the lower layer and the S1 signalling connection exists, the MME shall retransmit the AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message.
* * * 3rd Change * * * *
4.4.4.2
Integrity checking of NAS signalling messages in the UE

Except the messages listed below, no NAS signalling messages shall be processed by the receiving EMM entity in the UE or forwarded to the ESM entity, unless the secure exchange of NAS messages has been established for the NAS signalling connection:

-
EMM messages:

-
IDENTITY REQUEST (if requested identification parameter is IMSI);

-
AUTHENTICATION REQUEST;

-
AUTHENTICATION REJECT;

-
ATTACH REJECT;

-
DETACH REQUEST;

-
DETACH ACCEPT (for non switch off);

-
TRACKING AREA UPDATE REJECT;

-
SERVICE REJECT.

NOTE:
These messages are accepted by the UE without integrity protection, as in certain situations they are sent by the network before security can be activated.

All ESM messages, except PDN CONNECTIVITY REQUEST sent together with ATTACH REQUEST, are integrity protected.

Once the secure exchange of NAS messages has been established, the receiving EMM or ESM entity in the UE shall not process any NAS signalling messages unless they have been successfully integrity checked by the NAS. If NAS signalling messages, having not successfully passed the integrity check, are received, then the NAS in the UE shall discard that message. If any NAS signalling message is received as not integrity protected even though the secure exchange of NAS messages has been established by the network, then the NAS shall discard this message.

4.4.4.3
Integrity checking of NAS signalling messages in the MME

Except the messages listed below, no NAS signalling messages shall be processed by the receiving EMM entity in the MME or forwarded to the ESM entity, unless the secure exchange of NAS messages has been established for the NAS signalling connection:

-
EMM messages:

-
ATTACH REQUEST;

-
IDENTITY RESPONSE (if requested identification parameter is IMSI);

-
AUTHENTICATION RESPONSE;

-
AUTHENTICATION FAILURE;
-
SECURITY MODE REJECT;
-
DETACH REQUEST;

-
DETACH ACCEPT;

-
TRACKING AREA UPDATE REQUEST.

NOTE 1:
The TRACKING AREA UPDATE REQUEST message is sent by the UE without integrity protection, if the tracking area updating procedure is initiated due to an inter-system change in idle mode and no native EPS security context is available in the UE. The other messages are accepted by the MME without integrity protection, as in certain situations they are sent by the UE before security can be activated.

All ESM messages, except PDN CONNECTIVITY REQUEST sent together with ATTACH REQUEST, are integrity protected.

Once a current EPS security context exists, until the secure exchange of NAS messages has been established for the NAS signalling connection, the receiving EMM entity in the MME shall process the following NAS signalling messages, even if the MAC included in the message fails the integrity check or cannot be verified, as the EPS security context is not available in the network:

-
ATTACH REQUEST;

-
IDENTITY RESPONSE (if requested identification parameter is IMSI);

-
AUTHENTICATION RESPONSE;

-
AUTHENTICATION FAILURE;
-
SECURITY MODE REJECT;
-
DETACH REQUEST (if sent before security has been activated);

-
DETACH ACCEPT;

-
TRACKING AREA UPDATE REQUEST;

-
SERVICE REQUEST;

-
EXTENDED SERVICE REQUEST.

NOTE 2:
These messages are processed by the MME even when the MAC that fails the integrity check or cannot be verified, as in certain situations they can be sent by the UE protected with an EPS security context that is no longer available in the network.

If an ATTACH REQUEST message fails the integrity check, the MME shall authenticate the subscriber before processing the attach request any further.

If a TRACKING AREA UPDATE REQUEST message fails the integrity check, the MME shall initiate a security mode control procedure to take a new mapped EPS security context into use, if the UE provided a KSISGSN, P-TMSI and RAI in the TRACKING AREA UPDATE REQUEST message; otherwise the MME shall reject the request with EMM cause value #9, "UE identity cannot be derived by the network".

If a SERVICE REQUEST or EXTENDED SERVICE REQUEST message fails the integrity check, the MME shall reject the request with EMM cause value #9, "UE identity cannot be derived by the network".

Once the secure exchange of NAS messages has been established for the NAS signalling connection, the receiving EMM or ESM entity in the MME shall not process any NAS signalling messages unless they have been successfully integrity checked by the NAS. If any NAS signalling message, having not successfully passed the integrity check, is received, then the NAS in the MME shall discard that message. If any NAS signalling message is received, as not integrity protected even though the secure exchange of NAS messages has been established, then the NAS shall discard this message.

* * * End of Changes * * * *
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