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1. Overall Description:

CT1 thanks RAN2 for their LS (C1-082246/R2-082895). In this LS, RAN2 requests CT1 to consider introducing NAS methods to initiate recovery of a lost RRC connection due to Radio Link Failure (RLF). RAN2 believes that such new NAS methods will improve user experience when the RLF occurs during an active media session between the UE and network.
CT1 has considered RAN2 requests and would like to provide the following comments:-

· If there is DL data pending, under the current model, CT1 expects the MME to perform paging and UE then subsequently triggers a Service Request. This signalling exchange (of Paging to Service Request) will in CT1's estimate be about 3 or 4 seconds. Although 3 or 4 seconds of service interruption is expected, this should not lead to user intervention.
· The introduction procedures to trigger a Service Request after an indication of RLF to obtain the UP in anticipation there might be DL data is viewed as a potentially inefficient use of UP resources, given the allocated resources would not be used in the absence of DL data.
· 
The "specific case of radio failure to NAS, so that NAS can initiate the recovery procedure in both cases" will require the introduction of new procedures for unsuccessful handling, thus impacting current NAS procedures. CT1 is unsure if there would be a sufficient gain to justify this change.
· 
In case of users in trains or city metros, if an entire trainload of UEs were to trigger Service Requests after an indication of RLF (happening as the train goes into and out of a tunnel) in anticipation of DL data, the network will be subjected to a flood of Service Requests. This spike in signalling load to the network nodes should be avoided.
Besides, CT1 would like to know if there exists use cases where the UE performs radio link failure recovery on a target cell and the MME is not aware of the target cell where the UE has arrived. In this case when DL data arrives, NW will pass the DL data to the eNB to deliver out through the source cell If such a case can RAN2 confirm how long is the duration that the MME is unaware and can that duration be shortened.

2. Actions:

To RAN2
ACTION1: 
CT1 kindly request RAN2 to consider the comments CT1 provided.
3. Date of Next CT1 Meetings:
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