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1. Overall Description:

CT1 thanks RAN2 for their LS on NAS–AS interaction for dependent procedures. 
CT1 has discussed the two options described in the LS. 
The working assumption in CT1 is that in downlink direction the NAS and AS messages of dependent procedures are always sent piggybacked over S1. In other words, the MME piggybacks e.g. the NAS message for EPS bearer setup in an S1-AP message that also delivers information to set up the corresponding radio bearer.
However, CT1 also acknowledges that the way how NAS messages are delivered in RRC messages over the radio interface is RAN2's responsibility.

Regarding option 1, a concern was raised during the CT1 discussion.
When the NAS messages for EPS bearer setup are exchanged between MME and UE without corresponding radio bearer activation due to a failure of the AS procedure in the eNB, e.g. due to admission control, the inconsistency between ESM EPS bearer context state and radio bearer state in the UE can cause problems and may require a new error handling case. 
This can be avoided by not delivering the NAS message, which is piggybacked to the S1-AP message, to the UE in such case, i.e. by adopting option 2. 
Moreover, option 1 doubles the amount of S1-AP messages and is not preferable from MME processing load perspective. 
Therefore CT1 would like to express a preference for option 2.
2. Actions:

To RAN2
ACTION: 
CT1 kindly asks RAN2 to take the response above into account when discussing NAS–AS interaction for dependent procedures. 
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