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Introduction
At TSG#54 a CT4 agreed CR to TS 23.284 (Local Call Local Switch, Stage 2) which proposed a new optional indication for when the BSS should start receiving DL user data from the CN was postponed by CT Plenary since it required updates to the stage 3 protocol owned by GERAN 2 and GERAN 2 were unable at that time to decide if they could accept the impacts.

At CT4 WG#56 a revised version of this CR was submitted which made the new procedure mandatory. The arguments presented for this were that it was the only guaranteed way of ensuring that the BSS could switch the user plane data at the correct time to minimise the break in speech (and thereby meet the fundamental requirements for LCLS to not deteriorate the speech quality compared to non-LCLS calls) and that it was an unnecessary complication to the protocol solution to make this optional.
Despite the compelling arguments for the need for this indication the CR was blocked from being agreed at CT4#56 by some companies. 

The attached slides explain the issue in more detail.

Conclusions

The stage 2 solution for controlling Inter-BSS Handovers lies completely within the remit of CT4. The requirements are quite clear that the speech quality for LCLS shall not be degraded compared to non-LCLS calls.

TSG CT has the remit to approve a technical solution for stage 2 without waiting for a response from GERAN2. It is clear when examining the whole picture that GERAN 2 cannot make such a decision as it is dependent on the specified behaviour of the CN. If TSG CT waits for GERAN 2 to respond no solution will be forthcoming until June plenary and possibly later. This solution needs to be included in Rel-10 since deferring it to Rel-11 will add further (potentially critical) complexities with backwards compatibility.
TSG CT should therefore approve the stage 2 CR submitted in CP-120xyz and liaise to GERAN2 that this is the solution required to ensure inter-BSS HO speech quality is not degraded.

