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1
Definitions

3GPP TR 21.900 (http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/Specs/html-info/21900.htm) contains the following defined terms:

frozen: specification status in which only essential corrections are permitted.

closed: specification status in which no changes of any kind to the specification are permitted.

2
Background

3GPP issues technical specifications based on a Release mechanism (http://www.3gpp.org/releases).  Each Release adds new functionality to the System without the risk of destabilizing previous Releases.  The normal life-cycle of a Release follows a curve like that shown in figure 1.  The development of the specifications for a given Release can be measured in terms of the number of Change Requests approved per TSG cycle.  All Releases have followed a broadly similar curve.
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Figure 1:  Typical life cycle of a Release
The yellow arrow indicates the point in time where the Release is declared to be "functionally frozen", (ie its component specifications are frozen) typically 12 to 18 months after work starts on that Release.  The number of CRs continues to increase after the freeze point while protocols are finalized and parameter values are refined.  Then, some time later, the number of CRs starts to diminish as the system stabilizes.  After a few years, the number of essential CRs reduces to virtually nil, and is lost in the noise – or rather, is swamped by the CRs of later Releases.  (The next Release gets under way as soon as or even before the Release in question is frozen, so many such curves are superimposed on each other – see figure 2.)  This point is indicated by the "no parking" symbol in figure 1.
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Figure 2: 3GPP Release cycles todate
When the number of CRs has fallen to the noise floor, it is traditional to "close" the Release: that is, to keep the specifications available for use, but not to do further maintenance on them (ie to force the number of CRs to zero henceforth).

GSM system Releases prior to R99 (Phase 1, Phase 2, Phase 2+ Releases 96, 97 and 98) have long been closed.

In the case of Release 99, it is surely the case that no manufacturer is still designing equipment to this Release, and no operator is equipping its network with R99 functionality.  There were five CRs in each of years 2008 and 2009, and only one CR in 2010.
3
Proposal
MCC proposes that, in view of the very small number of CRs which have been approved to Release 99 specifications over the previous few years, R99 be declared closed.
All four 3GPP TSGs are being consulted, and all must agree that R99 can be closed.  If any TSG dissents, then R99 will remain open.
