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**************** first modified section ************************

4.1
Group definition

Service subscribers can become group members on a PLMN wide basis to one or more groups pre-defined in the network by a corresponding group identification (group ID). The membership enables them to initiate or receive voice group calls associated with that group ID. Certain dispatchers connected to external networks also require the capability to initiate or receive voice group calls.

A prefix can be used together with the group ID to define a subset of the group members and to restrict the group of service subscribers able to receive a voice group call to this subset.

In addition to subscriber details in the HLR, it is necessary for the mobile station to be aware of its group membership by storing details on the SIM/USIM. This is required because it shall respond to notification messages which include only the group ID (i.e. no IMSI or TMSI details).

Having become a group member, each service subscriber can set to active state or deactive state the group ID or any one out of his several group IDs on the SIM/USIM. In active state the subscriber can initiate voice group calls to that group. When in deactive state the subscriber can not make voice group calls to the group and the mobile station ignores any notification for that group.

If no NCH is defined in the cell, mobiles shall assume VGCS service is not available on that cell.

4.2
Group conversations

4.2.1
Group call initiation

4.2.1.1
Normal operation with successful outcome

A group call area can be restricted to a single MSC area or can exceed one MSC area. In a RANflex configuration a group call area can be restricted to a single pool area or can exceed one pool area.
A voice group call shall be initiated by a calling service subscriber by a related input function, e.g. via MMI, specifying the selected service and the group ID dialled or by a calling dispatcher by the MSISDN address (see subclause 9.2). As an option, a calling service subscriber may add a prefix to the group ID. As an option, the request of the calling service subscriber to set up a voice group call may specify information to be sent as originator-to-dispatcher information to the network; in this case the originator‑to‑dispatcher information is included in the signalling for call setup from the mobile station to the network. It is the responsibility of the input function to ensure that the originator-to-dispatcher information has a correct format (in particular, an allowed length).

As a further option, the request of the calling subscriber may indicate one of the following talker priorities, listed in ascending order of talker priority:

-
normal subscriber;

-
privileged subscriber;

-
emergency subscriber.

A mobile station supporting the use of talker priorities shall check with the SIM/USIM whether the subscriber is allowed to use the requested talker priority for the respective group ID before signalling the talker priority to the network.

On reception of a VGCS setup request with a talker priority different from "normal subscriber", the MSC shall check with the VLR whether the subscriber has a subscription to use this talker priority. If the subscriber is not allowed to use the requested talker priority, the MSC shall reduce the talker priority to a value the subscriber is allowed to use. In any case the talker priority used by the MSC shall be signalled back to the calling service subscriber in the Connect message.

If a VGCS setup request with talker priority "emergency subscriber" is received by the network and the subscription check is successful, the network shall set the emergency mode for this voice group call. The emergency mode may be reset during the voice group call (see subclause 4.2.2.1).

If a prefix is added to the group ID, the MSC shall ignore the prefix when performing the subscription check.

The MSC in which a voice group call is initiated obtains the group call attributes by requesting the Group Call Register (GCR, see clause 5). Without a RANflex configuration or in a RANflex configuration, if visited MSC and group call serving MSC are identical, the MSC performs a local GCR interrogation.
The local GCR interrogation after call initiation also determines whether the MSC shall act as anchor or as relay MSC. If the MSC is not the anchor MSC then the call will be "forwarded" from the relay to the respective anchor MSC (information also delivered by GCR) and further "call-establishment" is done by the anchor MSC as described in the following.

In a RANflex configuration the VMSC in which a voice group call is initiated may be different from the group call serving MSC of the voice group call initiating subscriber's location area. In this case the VMSC derives the identity of the group call serving MSC from the initiating subscriber's LAC and requests the group call anchor MSC address from the group call serving MSC's GCR by means of the SEND_GROUP_CALL_INFO MAP service. The call is then "forwarded" from the VMSC to the anchor MSC and further "call-establishment" is done by the anchor MSC as described in the following.

When a calling service subscriber or calling dispatcher initiates a voice group call, one voice group call channel shall be established in each cell of the group call area and notifications for that call shall be sent in each of these cells. As an alternative, voice group call channels may only be established in cells in reaction to responses received from mobile stations on the notifications using notification response procedure. At the same time standard connections to dispatchers in the mobile network or in an external network shall be established. If originator-to-dispatcher information has been received in the signalling for call setup from the mobile station to the network and if the originating MSC supports processing of originator‑to‑dispatcher information, this information is transformed into user-to-user information and sent to the dispatchers as UUS1 when setting up the standard connections.

A voice group call channel shall consist of a combined uplink/downlink. The uplink will be used exclusively by the presently talking service subscriber. All mobile stations of the listening service subscribers in one cell shall only listen to the same common downlink.

During call establishment there are different options for the network to allocate a speech channel for the calling service subscriber: 

In the first option, the calling service subscriber shall have its dedicated standard connection during call establishment and for the first period when he will be the talking service subscriber up to the time when the network decides that he shall join the voice group call channel. The mobile station of the calling service subscriber shall then go to the voice group call channel and the dedicated standard connection shall be released.
In the second option, the network shall allocate a dedicated signalling channel (e.g. SDCCH) to be used by the mobile station up to the time when the voice group call channel in the originating cell is established and the network decides that the mobile station shall join the voice group call channel.
Only one voice group call channel shall be established in each cell for any given voice group call, although there may be a number of simultaneous voice group calls within the same cell.

Destination service subscribers shall be notified on the voice group call in each cell. These voice group call notification messages shall be broadcast on the Notification CHannel (NCH).

The notification messages use the group ID rather than individual TMSIs/IMSIs. If the length of the group ID is less than 8 decimal digits , then the group call area ID is used in order to enable a resolution in the case of overlapping group call areas. A service subscriber's mobile station needs to be able to recognise notification messages for those group IDs subscribed to and presently activated. If the mobile station supports the use of prefixes with group IDs and has stored prefixes for a group ID, it shall take these prefixes into account following detection of a match of the group ID.
The network may also send messages on appropriate voice group call channel FACCHs, in order to notify group call members who may participate in other voice group calls. In addition, also paging information messages for standard calls may be sent in order to inform group call members on actually paged point-to-point calls.

Further the network may provide notification on the voice group call to service subscribers who have subscribed to the paged group ID and which are in dedicated mode. The process of broadcasting messages on NCHs is to be carried out throughout the call in order to provide the "late entry" facility whereby group members entering the area can join the call.

If the emergency mode is set for a voice group call, the network shall include an emergency mode indication in the voice group call notification messages sent on the NCH, the group call channel FACCHs of all other ongoing voice group calls, voice broadcast calls, and the FACCHs associated with dedicated channels.

On receiving notification of a voice group call a group call member's mobile station shall adjust to the nominated channel to receive the voice group call if this channel was described in the notification message and receive the information on the downlink. Whilst receiving, the mobile station shall not transmit on the uplink SACCH. This group receive mode is different to the normal idle mode or dedicated mode. If no channel description was provided in the notification message, the mobile station shall establish a dedicated connection by use of the notification response procedure in order to respond to the notification. The network may then provide the mobile station with a channel description for the voice group call.

As a further mobile station option, the mobile station may read its paging subchannel in the current cell while in group receive mode or in group transmit mode in order to receive paging messages for mobile terminated calls.

**************** next modified section ************************
8.2.3
Stored in the SIM

The information detailed in subclause 8.2.1, except for the operator specific additional information about the subscriber, also needs to be stored on the SIM. The service subscriber shall be able to deactivate or reactivate a group ID by MMI interaction so that the mobile station ignores notification messages to this group ID, when the group ID is deactivated.

If prefixes are used together with group IDs, these prefixes are not stored on the SIM. Moreover the group IDs on the SIM are stored without any prefix.

8.2.3a
Stored in the USIM

The information detailed in subclause 8.2.1, except for the operator specific additional information about the subscriber, also needs to be stored on the USIM. The service subscriber shall be able to deactivate or reactivate a group ID by MMI interaction so that the mobile station ignores notification messages to this group ID, when the group ID is deactivated.

For each group ID where data confidentiality may be applied, the USIM needs to store the cipher algorithm to be used and the possible group keys.

For each group ID the USIM needs to store indications whether the service subscriber is allowed to transmit application-specific data.
If prefixes are used together with group IDs, these prefixes are not stored on the USIM. Moreover the group IDs on the USIM are stored without any prefix.
**************** next modified section ************************

9.1
Elementary identities for group calls

a)
Group ID

The group ID is a sequence of decimal digits with a maximum length depending on the composition of the group call reference defined under c). The length of Group ID shall be in a range of 1 to 8 digits.

The mobile station derives the group ID from the group call reference by identifying the longest group ID amongst those stored in the SIM/USIM and matching the least significant digits of the group call reference. If no group ID is stored in the SIM that matches the least significant digits of the group call reference, the mobile station is not able to derive the group ID from the group call reference.

NOTE 1:
The network should use Group IDs matching an initial part of other group IDs with greatest care, if at all.

EXAMPLE:
A mobile station storing the group IDs 678, 2 678 and 42 678 (and only those) in the SIM will derive group ID 2 678 from group call reference 13 452 678.

For definition of Group ID on the radio interface, A interface and Abis interface, see 3GPP TS 44.068 [11].

For definition of Group ID coding on MAP protocol interfaces, see 3GPP TS 29.002 [13].

b)
Group call area ID

The group call area ID is a sequence of decimal digits uniquely assigned to a group call area in one network and with a maximum length depending on the composition of the group call reference defined under c).

c)
Group call reference

Each voice group call in one network is uniquely identified by its Group call reference. The group call reference is a concatenated sequence of the group ID (as the least significant part) and the group call area ID (as the most significant part). The group call reference shall have a maximum length of 8 decimal digits. The composition of the group call area ID and the group ID can be specific for each network operator.

	Group call area ID
	Group ID


The group call reference is equal to the group ID when the group ID has a length of 8 decimal digits.
For definition of Group Call Reference (with leading zeros inserted as necessary) on the radio interface, A interface and Abis interface, see 3GPP TS 24.008 [7], 3GPP TS 44.018[5] and 3GPP TS 44.068 [11].

For definition of Group Call Reference coding (also known as ASCI Call Reference, Voice Group Call Reference or Voice Broadcast Call Reference) on MAP protocol interfaces, see 3GPP TS 29.002 [13].

NOTE 2:
If prefixes are used together with group IDs, the least significant digit of the group call area ID contains the prefix. 
**************** next modified section ************************

11.2
Group membership management

Once the membership is established, the individual membership of the group can be placed in an active or deactive state on the SIM/USIM by the user. If a subscriber has a group ID in an active state, the subscriber is able to establish voice group calls corresponding to that group ID.

In a deactive state the mobile station prevents the service subscriber from establishing calls using the group ID and the corresponding notifications need to be "ignored" by the mobile station.

The active state and deactive state entries may be password protected as an implementation option.

Group IDs are listed in the subscription data within the network and on the SIM/USIM. The SIM/USIM must be returned to the network operator or service provider for updating if the subscription is to be changed.

NOTE 1:
Updating of subscription data over the radio interface is not considered. However, this shall not preclude future applications if corresponding mechanisms may be implemented.

Users can interrogate their mobile stations to determine to which groups they are members and which subscriptions are currently in an active state.

NOTE 2:
Distribution and management of group ID prefixes is outside the scope of this specification.
**************** next modified section ************************
11.3.1.1.1
Initial stage

The initial signalling from the calling service subscriber informs the network that a voice group call is required and details the group ID; it may specify originator-to-dispatcher information. No information relative to the group call area is given by the calling service subscriber. As an option the calling service subscriber may add a prefix to the group ID, which is taken into acount by the network when selecting the area.
The network shall perform a number of checks in order to determine how to handle the call:

-
check of the ability of the subscriber to establish the call;

-
check whether the call can be initiated from the cell;

-
check of the existence of an on-going call of the same group call reference.

The originating MSC shall check the VLR records for the ability of the subscriber to start the call. If the service subscriber has no subscription for the voice group call service with the indicated group ID, the call shall be released. In addition, the VLR shall return barring and identity presentation restriction checks to the MSC.
In a RANflex configuration the originating MSC shall then derive the group call serving MSC address from the originating location area. If the group call serving MSC is different from the originating MSC then the group call serving MSC's GCR is interrogated by means of the MAP service SEND_GROUP_CALL_INFO. The interrogation request contains the originating Cell Id and the Group Id. It also contains the initiating service subscriber's IMSI, the actual talker priority, and subscribed additional information. If the group call serving MSC is a relay MSC for the group call, then its GCR shall derive the anchor MSC address and the group call reference from the originating Cell Id and Group Id, and return it to the VMSC. If the group call serving MSC is the anchor MSC for the group call, then its GCR shall derive the group call reference from the originating Cell Id and Group Id, and return it to the VMSC.
Without RANflex configuration or if in a RANflex configuration the originating MSC is the group call serving MSC (derived from the originating location area) it shall then request information from the GCR by giving the group ID and the originating cell ID as defined in subclause 9.2.
If the group ID has a length of 8 decimal digits, the operator can define for this group ID only one group call and one group call area within his network. If the length of the group ID is less than 8 decimal digits, the operator can define more than one group call using the same group ID, but different group call areas. Because of the possibility of overlapping group call areas, each call requires a unique reference, assigned by the GCR related to the originating MSC or the group call serving MSC (in a RANflex configuration). The group call reference shall be composed of the group ID and a group call area ID (see clause 9).
If the length of the group ID is less than 8 decimal digits, the GCR first derives the group call area ID from the group ID and the originating cell ID. If no group call area ID is related to the group ID and originating cell ID, the call shall be released. If a group call area ID is related to the group ID and originating cell ID, the GCR shall transfer the corresponding group call attributes to the MSC. From that moment until the MSC indicates the contrary, the call shall be considered as on-going by the GCR.

In a network supporting prefixes together with group IDs, the operator can define more than one group call area for a specific combination of group ID and originating cell ID. In such a network, if the calling service subscriber has added a prefix to the group ID, the GCR shall derive the group call area ID from the prefix. The last digit of the group call area ID shall match the prefix. If the prefix is not provided or does not match the last digit of the group call area IDs to be considered, the network shall select a default value for the prefix and derive the group call area ID from this default prefix. The default value for the prefix is dependent on the network of the originating MSC.

NOTE 1:
Typically, the group call area ID derived from the default prefix value will select a complete group call membership, not a subset, and the group call area will include the group call areas derived from the other prefix values.
NOTE 2:
A mobile station not supporting the use of prefixes with group IDs can only set up voice group calls to the group defined by the default prefix.
If the group ID has a length of 8 decimal digits, the group call reference is equal to the group ID. The GCR shall check whether the call was initiated within the group call area stored in the GCR. If not, the call shall be released; otherwise,  the GCR shall transfer the corresponding group call attributes to the MSC. From that moment until the MSC indicates the contrary, the call shall be considered as on-going by the GCR.

The GCR of the relay MSC and in a RANflex configuration, if the group call serving MSC of the initiating service subscriber's current LAC is different from the VMSC, the GCR of this group call serving MSC shall store the initiating service subscriber's IMSI, talker priority, additional information and originating cell id for later processing.

If the originating MSC is not the group call anchor MSC for the voice group call as indicated in the GCR, then the voice group call request shall be passed to the group call anchor MSC; in that case, if the initiation of the voice group call had specified originator-to-dispatcher information and processing of originator-to-dispatcher information is supported by the MSC, the originator-to-dispatcher information is transformed by the originating MSC into UUS1 and sent to the anchor MSC.

Without RANflex configuration or if in a RANflex configuration the originating MSC is the group call serving MSC, it shall additionally include the address of the originating relay MSC in the calling party number of the IAM when passing the call request to the anchor MSC. In a RANflex configuration, if the originating MSC is different from the group call serving MSC, the VMSC shall include the address of the group call serving MSC in the calling party number of the IAM.

If the group call reference is composed of Group ID and group call area ID, it is possible that two service subscribers or a service subscriber and a dispatcher or two dispatchers may attempt to establish a call using the same group ID and corresponding to the same group call area ID. If the two voice group calls are established with the same group ID but for different group call areas then separate voice group calls shall be established. If the group call areas overlap, it is up to receiving mobile station to determine which call to participate in. If more than one call is made to identical group ID and group call area, the network shall reject all but one of the call attempts.

If the group ID has a length of 8 decimal digits, if more than one call attempt is made to the same group ID, the network shall reject all but one of the call attempts.
A service subscriber which is entitled by his subscription to establish voice group calls while roaming shall only be able to use supra-PLMN group IDs as defined in subclause 9.1 in case of roaming. In case of roaming, the mobile station shall only react on notifications for supra-PLMN group IDs.

If the GCR receives a new interrogation related to a group call reference where the call is indicated as on-going in the GCR, the GCR shall provide the on-going status together with the group call reference back to the MSC. The MSC shall then release the call with a cause user busy in case of a service subscriber originated call request. The mobile station of the service subscriber shall then look for notifications of the respective group ID on the NCH and join the voice group call. In case of a dispatcher originated voice group call request, the MSC shall join the dispatcher to the conference bridge of the voice group call.


Authentication of the calling service subscriber can be performed by the network as for normal calls.

**************** next modified section ************************
11.3.1.4
Destination service subscribers

Mobile stations of destination service subscribers which are in idle mode shall listen to notification messages on the NCH and move to the voice group call channel or respond to the notification.

Mobile stations which are busy shall either pre-empt the current call (if eMLPP is applied and the new call is of a sufficient priority), or shall provide the service subscriber with an indication similar to call waiting, when applicable.
If the mobile station supports group IDs with prefixes and has stored prefixes for the group ID in the notification, the mobile station shall only react as described previously in this subclause if the last digit of the group call area ID included in the group call reference matches the default prefix or one of the prefixes stored for the group ID. If the last digit of the group call area ID does not match then the mobile station shall not react as described previously in this subclause, but may still react by making an acknowledgement as defined in subclause 4.2.5.
NOTE:
In a network supporting the use of prefixes together with the group ID, a mobile station not supporting the use of prefixes will react to notification messages and can participate in any voice group call for a group ID for which it has a subscription, regardless of any prefix used for setting up the voice group call.
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