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1. Introduction
This paper intends to complement one of the topics in CT4 chairman’s report by explaining the background - what is actually discussed, its urgency and importance, and the status of CT4 discussion.
The topic, “application specific Diameter proxy” is an issue in Release 8, based on requests from GSMA.  Thus, this contribution requests TSG CT to provide guidance to CT4 to conclude this issue during the next CT4 WG meeting.

2. Background
GSMA IREG WG is currently working on necessary implementation guidelines for LTE roaming, which is expected to start in very near future.  GSMA agreed to recommend operators to deploy Diameter proxy/relay at PLMN edge:
“In order to support scalability, resilience and maintainability, and to reduce the export of network topologies, the use of PMN-edge proxies is strongly recommended” (GSMA PRD IR.88 [1])
GSMA also sent a Liaison Statement (C4-092493 [2]) to request 3GPP CT4 WG to standardise a mechanism to support application specific Diameter proxy for S6a and S9 interface, and this LS triggered discussion in CT4.  As to ensure backward compatibility (because VPLMN has to be support functions to select appropriate Diameter proxies based on the information provided by HPLMN), this issue has been discussed as Release 8 essential correction.

The Diameter roaming scenario that CT4 is currently investigating are the following:
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Figure 2-1: Diameter Roaming Scenarios requested by GSMA
The scenarios illustrated in Figure 2-1 allow HPLMN to support dedicated Diameter proxy for each roaming interface.  CT4 is currently investigating necessary mechanism to support such kind of configuration.
3. Status of CT4 Discussion
In CT4, the Rel-8 discussion has taken places in three consecutive meetings.  An agreement was reached such that CT4 will investigate the necessary functions to fulfil the abovementioned operator requirements to support application specific diameter proxy.  Total 9 contributions with working solution were submitted; however CT4 has been unable to see the agreement on the solution yet.
Decision has been postponed, because there is still an objection that this issue can be resolved by operator configuration and some company still wants to check internally the approach proposed in C4-093600 [3] is still acceptable.
4. Proposal

As it can be seen from the status of the work in GSMA IREG WG, the time for LTE roaming is approaching. In order not to delay the work in GSMA, it is kindly requested that TSG CT provides a guidance to CT4 to conclude on the way forward for solution to support application specific Diameter proxy in Rel-8 in the next plenary cycle (i.e. by March 2010) by making maximum use of available meeting time.
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