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1. Introduction
TSG CT and CT6 have been discussing the best way to document external references from 3GPP specifications to ETSI SCP smart card specifications. 
When discussing this topic in TSG #43 the following requirements for handling the external references also in CT6 were agreed (quote from TSG CT #43 meeting report):

· 3GPP ensures that changes on referenced specifications outside 3GPP do not affect 3GPP specifications

· Any changes of referenced specifications outside 3GPP need to be reviewed by 3GPP before adopting them as part of 3GPP specifications
· When 3GPP specification is frozen it must not change without 3GPP control
Currently CT6 specifications are in many places referencing to whatever is the latest version of the referenced specification within the identified ETSI release. TSG CT #43 sent LS CP-090270 to CT6 requesting for all such references to be replaced with references that identify the referenced specification version. 
CRs to do that were presented but not agreed in CT6 #51 in Osaka, Japan. Instead, CT6 #51 made a counter-proposal in their document C6-090161.

Both fixing of the references to explicit reference version and the procedure proposed by CT6 in their LS only deal with identification of 3GPP adopted parts. Neither of them defines how to deal with the problem that arises if ETSI SCP specification or CR on it is agreeable or applicable only in ETSI SCP but not in 3GPP.
2. Documenting external references to non-3GPP specifications

2.2 Referencing to specific version
When referencing to OMA, IEEE or WiMAX forum specifications, the referenced version is indicated in the reference, quotes from 3GPP TS 24.312:
[5]
OMA-ERELD-DM-V1_2: "Enabler Release Definition for OMA Device Management".

[7]
WiMAX  Forum Network Architecture Release 1.0 version 1.2.2 – Stage 3: "Detailed Protocols and Procedures", May 2008.

[9]
IEEE Std 802.11™-2007: "Information Technology- Telecommunications and information exchange between systems-Local and metropolitan area networks-Specific requirements-Part 11: Wireless LAN Medium Access Control (MAC) and Physical Layer (PHY) Specifications".
If updates on these versions are needed, they will be published as later versions. All these fulfil the process requirements that were agreed in TSG CT #43.
References to stable IETF RFCs follow the same model, but 3GPP WGs often base their work on early draft  and thus need to reference to IETF draft specifications. Several examples can be found in 3GPP TS 24.229:

[77]
draft-ietf-sipping-config-framework-15 (February 2008): "A Framework for Session Initiation Protocol User Agent Profile Delivery".
Editor's note: The above document cannot be formally referenced until it is published as an RFC.
As pointed out by the editor’s note, the target for this reference is volatile, but also this reference fulfils our procedural requirements. The WG has analysed the contents of the draft before adopting it and while version 15 is not likely to remain the last version, that version does not change any more. If more work is needed, it will trigger the creation of new draft version. Then it will be up to the responsible WG to re-evaluate the new version and CR needs to be approved before any changes in the new version become part of 3GPP specifications.
The main point in all example cases is that once 3GPP reference is fixed to certain version, that version does not change any more and thus the contents of 3GPP specification set is in the control of 3GPP.
2.3 Referencing to latest version within the ETSI release

When referencing to ETSI SCP specifications CT6 have adopted a practice of not nominating any reference version but typically each reference points to whatever specification version is the latest on in the referenced ETSI release. An example can be found in 3GPP TS 31.101:
[1]
ETSI TS 102 221 Release 7: "Smart Cards; UICC-Terminal interface; Physical and logical characteristics ".

While the target of the above reference was reviewed by CT6 at the time of adopting it, as long as the referenced ETSI release is or has been open for changes, any change in the referenced document is automatically incorporated as part of 3GPP specifications also. 
3. Procedures

3.1 Reviewing complete documents from subcontractor (IEEE, OMA, WMF, IETF)
Based on the discussion in TSG CT #43, the following process was requested in LS CP-090270:

· Any changes of referenced specifications outside 3GPP need to be reviewed by 3GPP before adopting them as part of 3GPP specifications

· 3GPP ensures that changes on referenced specifications outside 3GPP are accurately incorporated in to 3GPP specifications

· When 3GPP specification is frozen it must not change without 3GPP control

That fulfills the agreed requirements for referencing to documents outside 3GPP control.
3.2 Reviewing all changes the subcontractor makes (ETSI SCP)

CT6 LS C6-090161 proposes the following process for referencing to ETSI SCP specifications:

· CT6 appoints a liaison officer who will provide a report at every CT6 meeting on ETSI SCP change requests in particular those related to frozen releases.  A specific point on the CT6 agenda will be created and the SCP work status reported.

· CT6 reviews any change approved in SCP that impact CT6 specifications and takes appropriate action to inherit or exclude it if needed.

· CT6 reviews and, if identified necessary, updates its specifications to ensure the possibility to include or exclude features from the referenced external specifications (as already done with ISO)

This approach would suffers the following problems:

· It does not fulfil two out of the three agreed process goals 

· Changes on referenced specifications must not affect 3GPP specifications
· Any changes (not just the ones selected by SCP) must be reviewed before adopting them

· Double approval process for ETSI SCP CRs is introduced

· How are those CRs handled that get agreed in ETSI but fail to get agreed in CT6?

· Deciding which CRs would impact CT6

· If ETSI SCP decides which CRs need CT6 approval, then 3GPP loses control on the referenced contents as many CRs will bypass the CT6 review

· If ETSI SCP puts all CRs on referenced documents for CT6 approval, how can they serve the other requests from outside of 3GPP when all CRs must be approved by 3GPP CT6? 

· Reviewing only future CRs cannot remedy the already existing problem where any change on currently referenced ETSI specification with not defined version will affect also 3GPP without 3GPP approval

4. Proposal

It is proposed to adopt for the ETSI SCP references the same procedure as is already used for referencing the other non-3GPP specifications (IEEE, OMA, WMF, IETF). This common procedure is documented above in chapter 3.1.
If additionally to that CT6 and ETSI SCP see the need for closer co-operation via delegates and leaders participating both groups and co-reviewing CRs, they are encouraged to agree such practical procedures. 

Such joint CR review does not remove the need to identify which version of specification is referenced or the need to review every new version before adopting it.
It is up to CT6 to determine whether they see it more practical to review and update the technical contents and references in their specifications for every new version of the referenced ETSI SCP specifications, or just the final one that is available at 3GPP release freezing time.

If some contents of referenced ETSI SCP specifications are not applicable in 3GPP case the contact persons on both sides should raise this to the attention of ETSI SCP to take appropriate actions. Dealing with such cases where some functionality is not applicable in 3GPP environment is up to ETSI SCP to determine in each case, but it can involve splitting of specifications and making some part of the functionality optional.
