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1st  Change
4.3.1
Network-Initiated IP-CAN Session Modification

4.3.1.1
Interactions between GW and PCRF 
(PCC Rule Provisioning in PUSH mode)

This flow shows the provisioning of PCC Rules and/or authorized QoS triggered by an event in the PCRF.
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Figure 4.3.1.1.1: Interactions between GW and PCRF for PCRF-Initiated IP-CAN Session Modification

1.
The PCRF receives an internal or external trigger to re-evaluate PCC Rules and policy decision for an IP-CAN Session. Possible external trigger events are described in clause 4.3.1.2.
2.
The PCRF selects the PCC Rule(s) to be installed, modified or removed for the IP-CAN Session.  The PCRF may also update the policy decision by defining an authorized QoS and enable or disable the service flow(s) of PCC Rules. If the PCEF controls the binding of IP-CAN bearers, PCRF may add or change QoS information per QCI applicable to that IP-CAN session.

3.
The PCRF stores the updated PCC Rules.

4.
Step 4 is only applicable if the Bearer Control Mode (BCM) selected is UE-only and the PCRF receives an external trigger from the AF.
The PCRF may start a timer to wait for an IP CAN bearer initiation, modification or removal procedure initiated by the UE, as depicted in figure 4.3.2.1.1 or figure 4.3.2.2.1 in the following cases: 

-
If the authorized QoS for an IP-CAN bearer is changed, or 

-
if one or more Flow Descriptions need to be added, deactivated or removed in any of the PCC rules bound to an IP-CAN bearer, or

-
if as a result of policy decisions in step 2, new PCC rules need to be installed and the PCRF requires additional filter information from the UE to execute the bearer binding.


If an IP-CAN bearer initiation, modification or termination procedure initiated by the terminal is received for the affected PCC rules while the timer is running, all subsequent steps in the present figure shall not be executed and the steps in figure 4.3.2.1.1 or figure 4.3.2.2.1 (on provisioning based on PULL procedure at UE-initiated IP-CAN bearer establishment, modification or termination) shall be executed instead.


If the timer expires and the PCRF still requires additional filter information coming from the UE in order to decide on bearer binding for new PCC rules to be installed, all subsequent steps in the present figure shall not be executed, and further reactions of the PCRF are left unspecified. As a possible option, the PCRF could abort the AF session.


Otherwise, the PCRF shall proceed with the subsequent steps (provisioning based on PUSH procedure) in the present figure after timer expiry.

5.
The PCRF sends a Diameter RAR to request that the GW installs, modifies or removes PCC Rules and updates the policy decision.

For types of IP-CAN, where the PCRF controls IP-CAN Bearers, e.g. GPRS, the PCRF identifies the IP-CAN Bearer for each of the PCC Rules and the authorized QoS. The PCRF may provision PCC Rules and authorized QoS for several IP-CAN Bearers within the same RAR.

6.
The GW installs, modifies or removes the identified PCC Rules. The GW also enforces the authorized QoS and enables or disables service flow according to the flow status of the corresponding PCC Rules. If QoS information is received per QCI, PCEF shall set/update the upper limit for the MBR that the PCEF assigns to the non-GBR bearer for that QCI.

7.
The GW sends RAA to acknowledge the RAR. The PCEF informs the PCRF about the outcome of the PCC rule operation. If network initiated procedures apply for the PCC rule and the corresponding IP-CAN bearer can not be established or modified to satisfy the bearer binding, then the PCEF rejects the activation of a PCC rule.


For GPRS, the subsequent steps are executed separately for each IP-CAN bearer under the following conditions:

-
if all PCC rules bound to a PDP context have been removed or deactivated (PDP Context deactivation is applicable)

-
if one or more PDP contexts have to be modified

-
if in UE/NW Bearer Control Mode, the GGSN needs to establish a new PDP context  (PDP Context establishment is applicable) if the bearer binding is located at the PCEF.
8.
For GPRS, the GGSN initiates the procedure to Create/Update or Terminate PDP Context Request message to the SGSN. If in the case of updating the PDP Context the authorized QoS for the bearer has changed, the GGSN will modify the UMTS QoS parameters accordingly.


When the procedure in step 8 is completed and requires of notifications from the GW to the PCRF the following steps are additionally executed:

9.
The GW sends the notifications needed to the PCRF. The notification is made by using a CCR messages with the needed AVPs. For an IP-CAN Bearer termination in UE-Only Bearer Control Mode, the GGSN sends a Diameter CCR with the Bearer-Identifier and Bearer-Operation AVPs to indicate "Termination".
10. The PCRF stores the information coming in the notification.

11.
The PCRF acknowledge the CCR with a CCA command.
2nd Change
5.4
Bearer Binding

The Bearer Binding function is responsible for associating a PCC rule and QoS rule (if applicable) to an IP-CAN bearer within the IP-CAN session. The QoS demand in the rule, as well as the service data flow template, is input to the bearer binding. The selected bearer shall have the same QoS Class as the one indicated by the PCC or QoS rule.

The Bearer Binding Function (BBF) is located either at the BBERF or at the PCEF.

The PCRF shall supply the PCC rules to be installed, modified or removed over Gx interface to PCEF. If there are gateway controls sessions associated with the Gx session, the PCRF shall also supply the QoS rules to be installed, modified, or removed over Gxa/Gxc interface to the BBERF. 

The BBF shall then check the QoS class identifier indicated by the rule and bind the rule with an IP-CAN bearer that has the same QoS class identifier. The BBF shall evaluate whether it is possible to use one of the existing IP-CAN bearers or not and, if applicable, whether to initiate IP-CAN bearer modification or not. If none of the existing bearers are possible to use, the BBF should initiate the establishment of a suitable IP-CAN bearer. 

NOTE:
For an IP-CAN, limited to a single IP-CAN bearer per IP-CAN session, the bearer is implicit, so finding the IP-CAN session is sufficient for successful bearer binding.

NOTE:
 The handling of a rule with MBR>GBR is up to operator policy (e.g. an independent IP-CAN bearer may be maintained for that SDF to prevent unfairness between competing SDFs).

For an IP-CAN, where the BBF gains no information on what IP-CAN bearer the UE selects to send an uplink IP flow on, the binding mechanism shall assume that, for bi-directional service data flows, both downlink and uplink packets travel on the same IP-CAN bearer.

Whenever the service data flow template, the QoS authorization or the negotiated traffic mapping information change, the existing bearer bindings shall be re-evaluated. The re-evaluation may, for a service data flow, require a new binding with another IP-CAN bearer.
Requirements specific for each type of IP-CAN are defined in the IP-CAN specific Annex. The Bearer Binding Function may also be located in the PCRF as specified in Annex D (e.g. for GPRS running UE only IP-CAN bearer establishment mode). Selection of the Bearer Binding location shall be based on the Bearer Control Mode selected by the PCRF.

Editor’s Note: SA2 is still working on access specific binding mechanisms, the content of this clause and the related annexes may need to be updated based on the final outcome of SA2 work.

If the Bearer Binding function is located at the PCRF, the PCRF shall compare the TFT(s) of all IP-CAN bearer(s) within the IP-CAN session received via PCEF from the UE with the existing service data flow filter information. The PCRF shall indicate to the PCEF the IP-CAN bearer within the IP-CAN session where the PCC Rules shall be installed, modified or removed. This is done including the Bearer-Identifier AVP together with the associated PCC Rules within the corresponding RAR and/or CCA commands.
-
When the PCRF does not require additional filter information coming from the UE in order to decide on bearer binding, the PCRF shall supply the PCC rules to be installed over the Gx interface to the PCEF within a RAR command.
-
Otherwise, the PCRF shall wait for the PCEF requesting a policy decision for the establishment of a new IP-CAN bearer or the modification of an existing one within a CCR command over the Gx interface.
-
In GPRS access when the PCEF reports the bearer event, it shall include within the CCR command a bearer reference together with the new or modified TFT information, the QoS class identifier and associated bitrates for new or modified PDP-Contexts.
3rd Change
D.2 Binding Mechanisms
Depending on the bearer control mode, bearer binding can be executed either by PCRF, PCEF or both PCRF and PCEF.
-
For "UE-only" IP-CAN bearer establishment mode, the PCRF performs bearer binding.


-
For "UE/NW" IP-CAN bearer establishment mode, the PCRF performs the binding of the PCC rules for user controlled services while the PCEF performs the binding of the PCC rules for the network controlled services.
In GPRS access, if there is no suitable PDP-Context to accommodate a PCC rule when PCEF performs the bearer binding, the PCEF shall initiate the establishment of PDP-Contexts as specified in 3GPP TS 23.060 [3].
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