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1. Scope

This document provides a summary of the work on I1 interface protocol that was done on stage 3 level since the last CT plenary meeting. It proposes to shift the I1 interface protocol work to Rel-9.

2. Discussion

ICS Work Item and I1 Interface

At the last plenary a revised work item for ICS was agreed in tdoc CP-080319, which also included a new TS 24.XYZ (this became TS 24.293) under CT1 responsibility for "ICS Protocol over USSD bearer", i.e. the protocol over the I1 interface.

The latest SA plenary report states:

The TSG SA Chairman proposed that as this was agreed in the original Scope of Rel‑8 and that there was no consensus to remove it at present, that the I1 work is allowed to continue, but should not be allowed to jeopardise the SAE work. The progress and status of the work will be reviewed at TSG#41 and a decision made on whether to keep it in Rel‑8 or remove it from the specifications. This way forward was agreed.
The protocol over the I1 interface will handle procedures similar to those being performed currently by SIP for session handling. For sure the I1protocol will be less complex than SIP, but in order to allow stable operation, a certain amount of flexibility will be needed within the new protocol.


Progress of work during CT1#54 and CT1#55 meetings

TS 24.293 currently only consists of the skeleton and a scope. The only protocol related work that was done so far were two call flows (C1-083323 and C1-083324), which summarized the information, which needs to be transported over I1 interface in specific scenarios, i.e. for originating session and terminating session cases. 

The work on TS 24.293 is reported by CT1 as 4% completed. CT1 did not send TS 24.293 for information to this plenary. This means, that if TS 24.293 should be completed in the Rel-8 timeframe, 96% of the work still needs to be done and the TS then needs to be sent to December plenary for information as well as for approval. 
Open Issues

The I1 interface should be specified based on the stage 2 requirements (TS 23.292). Stage 3 protocol work has not been started especially the following issues are still open:

· content of protocol messages and protocol elements

· encoding of protocol elements

· state machine for straight-forward cases

· error case handling

· transport of necessary content over limited bandwidth USSD bearer

· extensibility of the protocol

3. Conclusion and Proposal

Based on the issues still open for I1 interface the authors believe that the work on the I1 interface protocol cannot be finished in Rel-8 timeframe. The protocol specification has not started yet and will need substantially more time than three months to be completed. 

If the I1 interface is left within the scope of Rel-8 until December plenary it will be subject to discussion and take away meeting time, which could be used for other Rel-8 work items. It is therefore seen that the work on the I1 protocol jeopardises the Rel-8 timeframe. The authors propose that I1 related work should be removed from Rel-8 and shifted to Rel-9.
It is also proposed that CT plenary indicates this to SA plenary and that the related stage 1, 2 and 3 work items are revised accordingly.
