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1. Overall Description:

CT1 thanks SA5 for their liaison statement on Impact of Early Media on IMS Charging. CT1 has discussed the issues raised in the liaison statement and came up with the following conclusions
1. Within SIP and IMS, the 200 (OK) response to the INVITE request is not used to indicate the first moment during which media is available end-to-end between the involved parties. CT1 sees no possibility within the specifications produced by IETF, 3GPP, 3GPP2, ETSI TISPAN, OMA and other standardization bodies, to use the 200 (OK) response to the INVITE request as an appropriate indication for the network, to start charging for media. Media can be available to both parties already before the 200 (OK) is sent or may not be available at all, e.g. in cases of interworking with non-IMS capable equipment.  CT1 therefore understands the paradigm outlined by SA5, to start charging for media upon receipt of the 200 (OK) response for the INVITE request can only be understood as an approximation. 

2. In a more general manner, the time when early media is made available in an end-to-end manner is not reflected at all in the SIP signalling. 

3. Information available in the IMS network entities, based on which charging of media could be started at the moment when the media is available end-to-end to all involved parties, is related to the access technology used to the IMS, for example when GPRS is used the indication from the GGSN, when the gates for media connections are opened.
4. If SA5 wants charging to start upon the end-to-end availability of early media, CT1 thinks that the correlation of media plane information, e.g. by the GGSN, with those related to IMS SIP signalling  would be a reliable way forward.

2. Actions:

To SA5 group.

ACTION: 
CT1 kindly asks SA5 to take the above clarifications into account when creating charging solutions for early media. 
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