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1. Overall Description:

SA5 thank NGNMFG on their liaison on NGN charging and billing, asking for harmonisation between related SA5 and ATIS TMOC specifications in order to minimise overlap or conflict.

SA5 has organised its charging specifications such that TS 32.240 describes the commonly applicable charging architecture and principles, “middle tier” specifications in the numbering range from 32.250 to 32.273 specify the mapping of the architecture and principles onto the specific bearer, service or subsystem, while the 32.29x specifications describe commonly applicable protocol applications.  All the above specifications cover both offline and online charging.  The middle tier specifications, of which IMS charging (TS 32.260) is considered most applicable to the subject matter of this LS, are technology specific whereas all remaining specifications can be considered technology independent in terms of no existing linkage to particular systems or services.

Analysis of the specifications and liaison letters included in NGNMFG-OD-008 has led SA5 to the following conclusions:

· there appears to be alignment in terms of functional charging architecture between 3GPP SA5, ATIS TMOC and NGNMFG,

· there appears to be functional equivalence between 3GPP’s interfaces Rf, Ga and Bx, and ATIS TMOC’s “A”, “B” and “D”, respectively;

· in terms of data definition and formats, there appears to be no overlap between SA5 Rel-6 “middle tier” charging specifications and the ATIS specifications referred to in the LS;

· the applications and protocols used on the interfaces listed in bullet item 2 are incompatible between ATIS and 3GPP;

· it is at present not clear if there is any analogy in ATIS TMOC for the common Ro interface for online charging specified in SA5, i.e. the discussion currently covers only offline charging.

If also agreed by ATIS TMOC in terms of NGNMFG’s harmonisation request, SA5 proposes the following steps:

· SA5 to consider the use of TMOC’s solutions for “B” interface in the Rel-7 work plan for 3GPP charging, as Ga (“B”) is currently GPRS specific and a generic solution for Rel-7 is under discussion;

· SA5 to consider for its Bx interface the use of TMOC’s solutions for “D” interface for the Rel-7 work plan for 3GPP charging, as Bx (“D”) is under discussion for an extension towards XML after Rel-6;

· Concerning Rf, SA5 has no plans for any changes from the current Diameter based solution, so it would be left to ATIS TMOC’s discretion to investigate the use of Diameter base for “A”, in line with Rf if alignment is sought in that area;

· the situation for online charging should be clarified, where SA5 suggest the use of DCCA for TMOC if alignment is sought in that area.

Finally, concerning the data definitions and formats, there are considerations in SA5 to describe the use of the generic IMS CDRs for specific IMS based services such as VoIP.  If this item is added to the Rel-7 work plan, then ATIS TMOC specifications would be considered if possible / agreed by ATIS in areas where such additional SA5 work would create overlap with ATIS TMOC specifications.

2. Actions:

To ATIS TMOC and NGNMFG groups.

ACTION: 
To comment / provide feedback on the assessment and suggestions above.
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