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Introduction

During the last 3GPP-CN5/ETSI-SPAN12 meeting in Scottsdale work has started on the definition of an API for eCommerce or content based charging. We would like to inform you about the progress made at this meeting, and would like to propose collaboration on the definition of API’s for this purpose. 

As you are maybe aware, 3GPP CN5 is the group in 3GPP responsible for the definition of API’s for Open Service Access (OSA). The requirements for the different UMTS releases are determined in another 3GPP group, SA1. For UMTS Release 4, which is to be approved in March 2001, we have requirements to define an API for eCommerce. Essentially it is an API on an account, which can be used for a variety of applications. 

Progress and discussion during this meeting

Attached you find two contributions to the meeting:

N5-000302
kick-off of eCommerce discussion (Lucent)

N5-000319
comments on 302 (Siemens)

Since contribution 319 was an enhancement of the initial work in 302, it was taken as the basis for further discussion during the meeting. The following bullets summarize the discussion and agreements during the meeting (please refer to 319 for a detailed explanation):

· It was agreed to distinguish between an interface for account management and an interface for charging

· agreement that both direct payment and reservation/confirmation/subtraction mechanisms are to be supported

· direct payment without reservation is a risk for the application, should be stated in final text as well. Intended for e.g. small amounts, better performance.

· the mechanism of payment in parts is agreed. Roll-back mechanism concern raised, but can be done via exchange of credited/debited user. But, see discussion below, alternative is update positive/negative amounts.

· agreement to use asynchronous methods for the interfaces

· ‘bookkeeping’, direct transfer between two accounts maintained below the API, is introduced in 319, but not yet agreed. Is it needed, are alternative scenarios possible? It is not necessary to use the creditedUser parameter, it can be empty. It was stressed that the API should not mandate a business model.

· concern raised on whether additional information should be provided in e.g. updateAccount, which can be used later for e.g. billing (not just that account is empty, but also why it is empty).
ServiceInformation in combination with TransactionID?

· What should be functionality underneath the API? Charging, Billing, Accounting? Only Charging but providing information to do accounting/billing by other systems?
Contributions invited

Proposal for collaboration

Parlay and 3GPP/ETSI have very similar requirements on the API’s for eCommerce/Content-based-charging, and already have very good collaboration on other interfaces. 
3GPP CN5 / ETSI SPAN12 would like to propose a collaboration between Parlay and 3GPP/ETSI on eCommerce/Content-based-charging. 

As a starting point we would propose to progress the same work in both meetings. Therefore we would like to invite you to take our work as a staring point for your meeting in Singapore, and make additions, comments, enhancements to it. We would then at our next meeting (6-8 February) continue from the output of your meeting. 

Eventually we would favour a situation as with the Call Control, where the Parlay Call Control and 3GPP/ETSI OSA Call Control work is performed in joint meetings. This would in effect mean include the eCommerce/Content-based-charging work into the joint work between Parlay and ETSI/3GPP. A common specification for both 3GPP/ETSI and Parlay is proposed to avoid double work and ensure alignment right from the beginning.
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