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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to inform TSG-GERAN, RAN2, CN4 and RAN that it has introduced in the location report function of the Iu interface the positioning methods used to obtain the location estimate as requested during RAN#20.

RANAP has been enhanced by the release 5 CR586 and this enhancement has been done in line with CR089 on TS25.305 and CR154 on TS23.271.

The methods have been introduced in RANAP in two separate information elements (IE), one dedicated to UTRAN, one dedicated to GERAN-Iu, in order to meet ARIB concern of independent GERAN and UTRAN software.

However, even if transported over Iu in two separate IE, it has been felt as an optimisation to allow the possibility of coordination of the code points allocated by the two groups. Thus, for the UTRAN specific IE, RAN3 has allocated code points for the methods common with GERAN which are the ones already defined in TS49.031. Thus, for the methods applicable to UTRAN only, RAN3 has allocated code points currently unused by GERAN in TS49.031.

RAN3 would like to continue this cooperation for the code points allocation with GERAN in the future i.e. whenever new methods are introduced in one or the other group. The benefit foreseen through this coordination  is twofolds:

· Reuse the existing container in MAP TS29.002  to carry  indifferently  the value of  the Positioning  Data GERAN A/Gb  IE, of the  Position Data UTRAN IE or of the Position Data Specific to GERAN Iu IE in a backwards compatible manner and  with  no need to introduce a new container.     

· allow a generic software in the  GMLC to handle the received container regardless of the originating RAT.  

RAN3 would like to ask GERAN:

· if  they agree to  continue with this coordination of code  points allocation which needs  to be done in the two directions,

· if they  could explain the rationale and benefit foreseen behind the ‘usage of methods’ encoding which permits to indicate the methods  unsuccessfully attempted in addition to the successful one(s). CR586 has actually been based only the latter ones in line with the stage 2.

· RAN3 could not understand the rationale and history behind the positioning data discriminator IE. RAN3 would like to know why it has currently only one value and what is the future use expected from this IE. 

RAN3 would like to ask RAN2 to comment also, if they desire, on this potential benefit of indicating these  unsuccessfully attempted  methods in addition  to the one used successfully to obtain the location estimate.

RAN3  would like to inform CN4 of CR586 as well so that they  can evaluate if this RANAP CR impacts  their specification or not,  in particular whether a  new container  over  MAP is necessary or  not due to the principle followed in RANAP  CR586. 

RAN3 would finally like to report to TSG RAN that by approving the CR586 on RANAP, RAN3 considers  as fulfilled the action requested by RAN at RAN#20.

2. Actions:

RAN3 kindly asks TSG GERAN:

· if they agree to  continue with this coordination of code  points allocation which needs  to be done in the two directions
· if they  could explain the rationale and benefit foreseen by  reporting the methods  unsuccessfully attempted in addition to the successful one(s).
· the history behind the protocol data discriminator and its future usage.
RAN3 kindly ask RAN2 to comment also, if they desire, on this potential benefit of indicating these  unsuccessfully attempted  methods in addition  to the one used successfully to obtain the location estimate.

RAN3  kindly  ask CN4 to take  into account the RANAP CR586 when evaluating the impact on MAP.

RAN3 kindly ask TSG-RAN to note that the action to introduce the positioning methods over the Iu has been completed through the approval of the release  5 RANAP CR586.
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