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Definitions and abbreviations

3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the following terms and definitions apply:

G-PDU: is a user data message, It consists of a T-PDU plus a GTP header

GTP Tunnel: in the GTP-U plane is defined for each PDP Context in the GSNs and/or each RAB in the RNC.
A GTP tunnel in the GTP-C plane is defined for all PDP Contexts with the same PDP address and APN (for Tunnel Management messages) or for each MS (for messages not related to Tunnel Management). A GTP tunnel is identified in each node with a TEID, an IP address and a UDP port number. A GTP tunnel is necessary to forward packets between an external packet data network and an MS user.

MM Context: information sets held in MS and GSNs for a GPRS subscriber related to Mobility Management (MM) (please refer to the MM Context Information Element)

Network Service Access Point Identifier (NSAPI): integer value in the range [0; 15], identifying a certain PDP Context. It identifies a PDP context belonging to a specific MM Context ID

path: UDP/IP path is used to multiplex GTP tunnels

Path Protocol: protocol used as a bearer of GTP between GSNs or between a GSN and a RNC
Packet Data Protocol (PDP): network protocol used by an external packet data network interfacing to GPRS

PDP Context: information sets held in MS and GSNs for a PDP address (please refer to the PDP Context Information Element)
Quality of Service (QoS): may be applicable for the GPRS backbone and the Iu interface if the path media supports it
Separate paths with different priorities may be defined between a GSN pair or between a GSN and an RNC.

GTP-C Message: GTP-C or control plane messages are exchanged between GSN/RNC pairs in a path
The control plane messages are used to transfer GSN capability information between GSN pairs, to create, update and delete GTP tunnels and for path management.

GTP-U Message: GTP-U or user plane messages are exchanged between GSN pairs or GSN/RNC pairs in a path
The user plane messages are used to carry user data packets, and signalling messages for path management and error indication.

GTP-PDU: GTP Protocol Data Unit is either a GTP-C message or a GTP-U message

Signalling Message: any GTP-PDU except the G-PDU

T-PDU: original packet, for example an IP datagram, from an MS or a network node in an external packet data network
A T-PDU is the payload that is tunnelled in the GTP-U tunnel.

Traffic Flow Template (TFTs): used by GGSN to distinguish between different user payload packets and transmit packets with different QoS requirements via different PDP context but to the same PDP address

Tunnel Endpoint IDentifier (TEID): unambiguously identifies a tunnel endpoint in the receiving GTP-U or GTP-C protocol entity
The receiving end side of a GTP tunnel locally assigns the TEID value the transmitting side has to use. The TEID values are exchanged between tunnel endpoints using GTP-C (or RANAP, over the Iu) messages.

UDP/IP Path: connection-less unidirectional or bidirectional path defined by two end-points
An IP address and a UDP port number define an end-point. A UDP/IP path carries GTP messages between GSN nodes, and between GSN and RNC nodes related to one or more GTP tunnels.

3.2
Abbreviations

Abbreviations used in the present document are listed in 3GPP TS 21.905 [1]

For the purposes of the present document, the following additional abbreviations apply:

BB
Backbone Bearer

DF
Don't Fragment

FFS
For Further Study

GMLC
Gateway Mobile Location Centre

Gn interface
Interface between GPRS Support Nodes (GSNs) within a PLMN

Gp interface
Interface between GPRS Support Nodes (GSNs) in different PLMNs

GTP
GPRS Tunnelling Protocol

GTP-C
GTP Control

GTP-U
GTP User

IANA
Internet Assigned Number Authority

ICMP
Internet Control Message Protocol

IE
Information Element

IP
Internet Protocol

IPv4
Internet Protocol version 4

IPv6
Internet Protocol version 6
MBMS
MultiMedia Broadcast/Multicast Service
MTU
Maximum Transmission Unit

NACC

Network Assisted Cell Change

QoS
Quality of Service

RAN
Radio Access Network

RANAP
Radio Access Network Application Part

RIM
RAN Information Management

RNC
Radio Network Controller

TEID
Tunnel Endpoint IDentifier

TFT
Traffic Flow Template

UDP
User Datagram Protocol

UTRAN
UMTS Terrestrial Radio Access Network

4
General

The present document defines the GPRS Tunnelling Protocol (GTP), i.e. the protocol between GPRS Support Nodes (GSNs) in the UMTS/GPRS backbone network. It includes both the GTP control plane (GTP-C) and data transfer (GTP-U) procedures. GTP also lists the messages and information elements used by the GTP based charging protocol GTP', which is described in 3GPP TS 32.215 [18.

GTP (GTP-C and GTP-U) is defined for the Gn interface, i.e. the interface between GSNs within a PLMN, and for the Gp interface between GSNs in different PLMNs. Only GTP-U is defined for the Iu interface between Serving GPRS Support Node (SGSN) and the UMTS Terrestrial Radio Access Network (UTRAN).

On the Iu interface, the Radio Access Network Application Part (RANAP) protocol and signalling part of GTP-U are performing the control function for user plane (GTP-U).

GTP' is defined for the interface between CDR generating functional network elements and Charging Gateway(s) within a PLMN. Charging Gateway(s) and GTP' protocol are optional, as the Charging Gateway Functionality may either be located in separate network elements (Charging Gateways), or alternatively be embedded into the CDR generating network elements (GSNs) when the GSN-CGF interface is not necessarily visible outside the network element. These interfaces relevant to GTP are between the grey boxes shown in figure 1.
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Figure 1: GPRS Logical Architecture with interface name denotations

GTP allows multi-protocol packets to be tunnelled through the UMTS/GPRS Backbone between GSNs and between SGSN and UTRAN.

In the control plane, GTP specifies a tunnel control and management protocol (GTP-C) which allows the SGSN to provide packet data network access for an MS. Control Plane signalling is used to create, modify and delete tunnels. GTP also allows creation, and deletion of a single multicast service tunnel, that can be used for delivering packets to all the users who have joined a particular multicast service.  
In the user plane, GTP uses a tunnelling mechanism (GTP-U) to provide a service for carrying user data packets.

The GTP-U protocol is implemented by SGSNs and GGSNs in the UMTS/GPRS Backbone and by Radio Network Controllers (RNCs) in the UTRAN. SGSNs and GGSNs in the UMTS/GPRS Backbone implement the GTP-C protocol. No other systems need to be aware of GTP. UMTS/GPRS MSs are connected to an SGSN without being aware of GTP.

It is assumed that there will be a many-to-many relationship between SGSNs and GGSNs. A SGSN may provide service to many GGSNs. A single GGSN may associate with many SGSNs to deliver traffic to a large number of geographically diverse mobile stations.

SGSN and GGSN implementing GTP protocol version 1 should be able to fallback to GTP protocol version 0. All GSNs should be able to support all earlier GTP versions.

********************NEXT MODIFIED SECTION***********************
7.5.14
RAN Information Management Messages

The RAN Information Relay is used over the Gn interface to tunnel RAN INFORMATION messages received by an SGSN from a BSS. The procedures are specified in 3GPP TS 23.060 [4] and the RAN INFORMATION messages are specified in 3GPP TS 48.018 [20].

7.5.14.1
RAN Information Relay

All information elements from the RAN INFORMATION messages, starting from and including the BSSGP 'PDU type', shall be contained within the RAN Transparent Container and forwarded to the destination SGSN in the RAN Information Relay message. For handling of protocol errors the RAN Information Relay message is treated as a Response message.

The optional Private Extension contains vendor or operator specific information.

Table 7.5.14.1: Information Elements in a RAN Information Relay

	Information element
	Presence requirement
	Reference

	RAN Transparent Container
	Mandatory
	7.7.43

	Private Extension
	Optional
	7.7.46


7.x MBMS Messages

The MBMS messages defined here are control plane messages, defined in 3GPP TS 23.246 [X]. 
7.x.1 UE Specific MBMS Messages

7.x.2 Service Specific MBMS Messages
7.6
Reliable Delivery of Signalling Messages

Each path maintains a queue with  signalling messages to be sent to the peer. The message at the front of the queue, if it is a request for which a response has been defined, shall be sent with a Sequence Number, and shall be held in a path list until a response is received. Each path has its own list. The Sequence Number shall be unique for each outstanding request message sourced from the same IP/UDP endpoint. A GSN or RNC may have several outstanding requests while waiting for responses.

The T3-RESPONSE timer shall be started when a signalling request message (for which a response has been defined) is sent. A  signalling message request or response has probably been lost if a response has not been received before the T3-RESPONSE timer expires. The request is then retransmitted if the total number of request attempts is less than N3‑REQUESTS times. The timer shall be implemented in the control plane application as well as user plane application for Echo Request / Echo Response. The wait time for a response (T3-RESPONSE timer value) and the number of retries (N3-REQUESTS) shall be configurable per procedure. The total wait time shall be shorter than the MS wait time between retries of Attach and RA Update messages.

For Intra Domain Connection of RAN Nodes to Multiple CN Nodes, an SGSN relaying a received Identification Request message or a received SGSN Context Request message to another SGSN shall not supervise the Identification Response message or the SGSN Context Response message respectively, i.e. the T3-RESPONSE timer shall not be started in the SGSN relaying any of these two messages. Also, such an SGSN shall not modify the Sequence Number when relaying the Identification Request message or the SGSN Context Request message.

All received request messages shall be responded to and all response messages associated with a certain request shall always include the same information. Duplicated response messages shall be discarded, and, for the SGSN Context Response case, the SGSN Context Acknowledge message shall be sent unless the SGSN Context Request was rejected. A response message without a matching outstanding request should be considered as a duplicate.

The Forward Relocation Complete and Forward SRNS Context messages shall be treated as signalling request messages. The SGSN Context Acknowledge, Forward Relocation Complete Acknowledge and Forward SRNS Context Acknowledge messages shall be treated as response messages.

The SGSN Context Response message needs special treatment by the old SGSN and New SGSN.

The New SGSN must consider this as a regular response to the outstanding SGSN Context Request message, but also copy the sequence number in the header of the SGSN Context Acknowledge it shall send back to the old SGSN unless the SGSN Context Request was rejected. The Old SG SN, when it expects the new SGSN to send back a SGSN Context Acknowledge in response to a SGSN Context Response, shall keep track of the SGSN Context Response message sequence number and apply to this message the rules valid for a Request message too. If a GSN or RNC is not successful with the transfer of a  signalling message, e.g. a Create PDP Context Request message, it shall inform the upper layer of the unsuccessful transfer so that the controlling upper entity may take the necessary measures.
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