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1. Overall Description:

CN WG4 thank the European Numbering Forum for their liaison statement, reference 2-179 / VHU, on "Use of Identifiers in GPRS & UMTS Environments". Of the three questions posed in this liaison statement, the first is within CN WG4's competence to answer. 

The second and third questions seem to us to be more appropriately handled by other working groups in 3GPP. We have forwarded your liaison statement to them, with a request that they respond to you directly.
On the first question, relating to Assignment of E.164 numbers to GPRS or UMTS terminals operating in data-only mode, we believe that the requirement to be able to direct voice (or indeed any circuit-switched) calls to a mobile station is not the only driver for the requirement to assign at least one MSISDN to each mobile station. The delivery of mobile terminated short messages also requires the destination MS to have an MSISDN; the short message service is a major revenue earner for virtually all mobile network operators, and 3GPP working groups and their predecessors in SMG did a lot of work to ensure that short messages could be delivered over a GPRS bearer as well as over a "GSM classic" bearer. This means that the user of a data-only terminal can make full use of the Short Message Service; indeed a PDA could be regarded as a better device for handling short messages than a more conventional GSM mobile station.

Even if the need for an MSISDN for a data-only terminal to support delivery of short messages is discounted, it would require substantial study of the 3GPP specification set to verify that GPRS and UMTS systems could be specified to operate correctly if data-only terminals are not required to have an MSISDN. We would be reluctant to undertake this work unless there is a particularly pressing need for it. Could the European Numbering Forum please indicate how pressing is the problem of potential exhaustion of E.164 numbering schemes?

2. Actions:

To The European Numbering Forum.

ACTION:
CN WG4 kindly request the European Numbering Forum to note CNWG4's reason for requiring every mobile station (including those with no voice capability) to have an MSISDN.

ACTION: 
CN WG4 kindly request the European Numbering Forum to indicate how pressing is the problem of potential exhaustion of E.164 numbering schemes.

3. Date of Next CN4 Meetings:

CN4 #17
11th Nov. – 15th Nov. 2002

Bangkok, Thailand
CN4 #18
10th Feb. – 14th Feb. 2003

Dublin, Eire
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