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All the Release 5 specifications have now been brought under change control, with the exception of those for CAMEL control of IMS; TSG SA has granted an extension for those specifications to be offered for approval in September as part of Release 5. However in order to align the 3GPP specifications with the IETF base specifications (a moving target to hit), substantial work will be needed over the next 6 months; the specifications are expected to be stable by the end of this year.

CN agreed the principles for co-operation between 3GPP and 3GPP2 working groups to harmonize the core networks used to support IMS services. This co-operation will be at the level of attendance by individual members at working group meetings, rather than formal joint meetings of 3GPP and 3GPP2.

A meeting of the ITU-T ad hoc held one evening produced a list of the 3GPP specification set for Release 4 which was sent to SDOs with a recommendation that they send to ITU-T a list of the corresponding regional standards for inclusion in Q.1741.2.

In the period leading up to CN #17 (September), there will be a discussion by email of how (if at all) CN should restructure itself to reflect the changing pattern of specification work after Release 5.

The (tentative) target date for UMTS Release 6 remains at June 2003; to meet this date, it was recognised that the stage 1 & 2 work needs to be complete by the end of 2002, to give the protocol designers a chance to complete their work!

Discussion is expected to start in earnest at SA #17 (September) on the future evolution path for mobile communications after "3G". One of the issues which will lead to a lot of debate is whether the specifications for the "next generation" should be developed in a successor to 3GPP…

There was concern at the level of corrections to Release 4 and earlier releases; WG chairmen were urged to exercise scepticism about accepting any CRs except essential corrections.

Having said that, almost all CRs from CN4 were approved, including one functional modification to Release 4 (originally submitted by Alcatel, to optimise the handling of a request for authentication sets from an SGSN if the subscriber does not have a subscription for GPRS services).

Exceptions to the approval of CN4 CRs were:

-
The CRs for support of CAMEL control of IMS services were postponed, because the stage 2 & 3 specifications were not ready for approval.

-
CR 29.060-318 on support of IPv4 and IPv6 addressing, which has been the subject of much discussion in CN4, was revised in consultation with Lucent, and the revised version was approved.

The protocol specifications for the Cx/Dx and Sh interfaces were approved to be brought under change control. However, those who have been following the AAA mailing list in the IETF will know that we have a potential bomb waiting to explode: there is some vocal opposition to the definition of vendor-specific extensions to the Diameter protocol, and this could lead to the need for a lot of work in CN4.

CN approved a change to the rules for determining the basic service (speech or fax) of a call to a mobile, to deal with cases where the fixed network signalling corrupts the bearer capability information. This leads to the need for a change to the stage 2 specification for the basic call; Vodafone have drafted the necessary CRs.

SA #16 decided that the protocol for the Ze interface should now be part of Release 6; this does not prevent us from delivering it early for Release 6!

SA3 and SA #16 followed our recommendations on immediate service termination:

-
That IST should be equally applicable to GERAN access and UTRAN access (which means that the specifications should be in the 22 series for stage 1 & the 23 series for stage 2);

-
That a form of IST which does not rely on CAMEL should be specified for Release 4 and Release 5.

Finally, you should already know that SA #16 have approved a revised version of the CR cover sheet, which should be used for CRs submitted to this meeting, and which shall be used for CRs submitted to CN4 #16 and until further notice!

