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1 Introduction

In CN4#8 in Puerto Rico, the principles presented in N4-010607 for the progress of the standardisation related to the Cx interface were endorsed. It was agreed that the extensions required for Diameter for its application for the Cx interface would be developed in IETF, following a procedure described in that contribution.

Since then, some companies interested in the progress of this task (Lucent, Motorola, Nokia, Siemens, Ericsson) have co-operated. This contribution presents the results of that co-operation and describe the way forward.

2 Progress of the Diameter Multimedia Application

The development of Diameter base protocol and its current applications started with a compilation of requirements from different IETF working groups (MobileIP, ROAMOPS, NASREQ).

The same scheme is being followed to the development of the Diameter Multimedia Application (which will referred to as DMA from now on in this document). The requirements from 3GPP have been added into draft-calhoun-sip-aaa-reqs (http://search.ietf.org/internet-drafts/draft-calhoun-sip-aaa-reqs-03.txt). The version –02 of this draft had already been presented as part of N4-010607. Since then, the draft has been improved to reflect last 3GPP requirements on the Cx interface. This draft was submitted to the SIPPING email list a couple of weeks ago and comments are being expected.

What will be the working group SIPPING has been the place chosen for submission of this set of requirements after contacts with the IETF area of directors (AD). 

Following the IETF philosophy of developing solutions of wide applicability and interest for the whole Internet community, the protocol that will result from the requirements expressed in draft-calhoun-sip-aaa-reqs could have a wider scope than what it is strictly required by 3GPP and specifically its application in the Cx interface.

Once the requirements are stable enough, and probably in parallel, the new DMA itself will start to be developed in the AAA WG. The time plan is to present the new application in the next IETF#52 meeting, the week of the 10th of December 2001.

This approach pursues to avoid a common mistake that has been observed in the last times, that is to present to IETF closed solutions to problems that have not been discussed in the IETF email lists. That is, IETF has been asked to put a rubber stamp on a proposal.

As part of this strategy, the aforementioned companies prepared a set of slides that Motorola’s delegate, Johanna Wild kindly presented during the IETF#51 meeting, the week of the 6th of August. This presentation, which was announced in the CN4 email list, pursued the objective of introducing the discussion on AAA requirements in the charter of SIPPING. The presentation was part of a set of other presentations of needs from 3GPP, especially from the point of view of the use that 3GPP is making of SIP. Some of this other presentations were proposing solutions at the same time as requirements and weren’t too well received. Such hostile atmosphere affected the achievement of the mentioned objective. Since then, intensive contact with the IETF AD has been established to push for it.

CN1 has followed a similar approach, preparing draft-garcia-sipping-3gpp-reqs, also to be discussed in the SIPPING email list. This draft presents requirements towards SIP as a consequence of the use of SIP made in 3GPP, while draft-calhoun-sip-aaa-reqs focuses on requirements for AAA.

It is very important for the progress of IMS related work in 3GPP CN4 that all the interested companies support these activities directly or through their delegates in IETF.

