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1
Introduction

This contribution provides the highlights from the TSG CN #13 and TSG SA #13 plenary meetings which are expected to be of interest to CN4.

2
TSG CN #13

All corrective CRs from CN4 to Release 4 and earlier were approved.

There is concern at the significant number of IETF standards which are currently "work in progress", and which are required for the specification set for the IMS.

CN agreed to delete from the work plan two items which show work by CN4: Network capabilities  - N4 aspects and CN4 work on MNP for the IMS.

CN agreed to remove the Shared InterWorking Function (SIWF) from the UMTS specification sets for Release 99 and Release 4. This will require CN4 to study their specifications to see whether any material related to the SIWF needs to be removed.

CN2 are working on changes to CN4 specifications which are required for CAMEL. They are drafting a single "Combined CAMEL CR" to each CN4 specification; they plan to send these CRs to CN4 for first review in the November meeting of CN4, and (after any necessary revision) for endorsement in the January 2002 meeting of CN4, so that the final versions can be sent for approval to CN #15 (March 2002).

CN approved a work item description for work in the CN groups on the introduction of a wideband telephony service based on the AMR-WB codec. This WID is an input to CN4 #10.

There will be a joint meeting of CN4 and RAN3 experts in Helsinki, 7 – 8 November. This meeting is intended to reach agreement on the choice between M3UA and SUA for IP transport of protocols within the RAN and between the RAN and the CN. If agreement cannot be reached, then a question (or set of questions) has to be provided so that TSG-RAN #14 can decide by vote whether to use M3UA or SUA. The feasibility study report which is currently under discussion in CN4 will be an input to the joint CN4/RAN3 meeting.

3
TSG SA #13

The target delivery date for Release 5 specifications was moved to March 2002. It was agreed in principle that some components of the IMS are critical to Release 5, and if they are delayed beyond March 2002 then Release 5 will also be delayed; other components are desirable, and if they are ready in time they will be included in Release 5, but if they are not ready in time they will slip to Release 6; yet other components are not expected to be ready by March 2002, and they will definitely be moved to Release 6. The exact content of the IP Multimedia part of Release 5 was very contentious, and no agreement was reached on which components will fall into each of the three categories listed above.

SA approved a work item description for a Generic User Profile. This work is in its early stages; the stage 1 is still being developed in an ad hoc group of SA1 (with participation from several other groups, including CN4). The first estimate is that there will be some impact on CN4 specifications, but this will become clearer as work progresses. The work item description is an input to CN4 #10.

SA also approved the stage 2 specification for intra-domain connection of RAN nodes to multiple CN nodes. It is not obvious whether this will require changes to our protocol specifications, but it will almost certainly affect the stage 2 specifications for location management and mobile terminated call handling!

The target date for Release 6 was provisionally set as June 2003 (TSGs #20).

