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1. Overall Description:

At CN4 #17 a problem (N4-021466) was highlighted with the charging associated with pre-paid subscribers in the MNP environment; with the introduction of MNP, it is not possible for operators to charge calls from prepaid subscribers in the MNP environment consistently and in the same way as for calls from other subscribers. This is because it is not possible to identify the operator domain of the called subscriber for prepaid services if a number has been ported.

Operators may apply different tariffs to calls established to their own subscribers and calls established towards subscribers belonging to other networks. In scenarios without MNP, the B number (called party) indicates the network to which the subscriber belongs. In scenarios with MNP, the B number (called party) doesn't indicate the network to which the subscriber belongs.

In order to achieve consistent charging the MNP info for pre-paid subscribers is needed by the portability domain.

In CN4 #17 it was agreed that no SA1 requirement was needed but further discussion was required on the technical solution as some alternatives were proposed. At CN4 #18 a discussion paper was submitted (N4-030030, attached) providing arguments for the alternative solutions.

CN4 agreed that the problem originally discussed did need resolving and accepted the 2 proposals as for the technical solution as proposed in the attached paper. Although there was a majority in favour that this was critical enough to be solved in Rel5 there continued some question on the requirements. 

It was thus decided that confirmation of this approach was required from SA1.

2. Actions:

To SA1

ACTION: 
CN4 kindly asks SA1 group whether the proposed solutions introduce new charging methods.


Also SA1 is kindly asked whether the existing MNP requirements cover the correction, which is needed and agreed by CN4.
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