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Currently the IM Subsystem forces a user to register at the registrar of the home network in order to be able to set up further calls. Along with this registration goes a set of additional functionality mainly performed by the S- and P-CSCF, such as e.g. the route initialisation by the path header or the download of the user profile from the HSS.

IETF SIP allows a user to register him/herself at multiple registrars, e.g. at Instant Messaging applications etc. Due to that a user must be able to send REGISTER requests to different recipients, not just the registrar at the home network. 

As the sending of a REGISTER message to a different destination then the home networks registrar is currently not handled by the IM Subsystem specifications, Siemens sees the need to at least add some additional information to our documentation that does explicitly allow this case.

Furthermore it has to be discussed 

· how a P-CSCF can distinguish an initial (or re-)REGISTER which must be sent to the home networks registrar from an additional (re-)REGISTER to some other registrar. This is important as in the second case it must not re-write the state- and path-information for that user and shall send the request directly to the S-CSCF of the home network instead of sending it to the home networks I-CSCF. Would this mean that the P-CSCF needs to be aware of all home-networks registrar names?

· how an I-CSCF can make this distinction in the case of network hiding.

· if REGISTER requests which are not destined to the home networks registrar need to be routed via the home network (the assumption is yes). 

~~ End of Contribution ~~




























