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Abstract

This contribution identifies provides a solution to Point 3 of N1-010538 that was agreed in principle as an issue at the last SIP ad-hoc, but for which no solution was addressed.

Discussion

Using an empty header value in responses that occur after an intermediate reliable transport request and response can be misleading. Such as in 180 Ringing response, the CSeq header, the Via header and token in the contact header need to refer to the received INVITE message.

The text in the current key to this shorthand could lead one to believe that the appropriate contents came from an intermediate PRACK or its response.

This contribution offers a revised text; it may be possible to come up with a better working of the key that allows a better statement of the source of the header content value where multiple requests and responses have been received at an entity. 

Where the following text, or an alternative, does not suffice then we may need to include the received header value in full. The text has not been checked to seen if this is necessary.

This text does not account for the some of the Record-Route headers being empty strings at the P-CSCF.

Proposal

4.1.1
Key required to interpret Signalling signalling Flow flow Contents contents tables 
Contents tables are used to describe the contents of SIP methods. The following key (rules) have been applied to each contents table to improve readability, reduce errors and increase maintainability:-

a)
Where a header field in the SIP method contents tables show only the header name, the contents are identical to the received request/response. The received request/response is identified as follows:

-
where a request is generated as a result of a received request (as at a proxy), then the received request is that with the same method name and Cseq header;

-
where a response is generated as a result of a received response (as at a proxy), then the received response is that with the same method name and Cseq header;

-
where the response is generated as a result of a received request or response (as at a UA). then the received request is that with the same method name and Cseq header;

-
where the request is generated as a result of a received response (as at a UA) then the received response is that imediately previously received.
b)
The (…) sequence of characters is used to indicate that the Content-length field needs to be filled in, with the appropriate value i.e. the number of bytes in the payload.
c)
Repeated headers within a method are listed on a single line, with a comma used as delimiter. This convention is not mandatory but used in this specification for improved readability.   

d)
Headers are listed within a table in the following order:- 

1)
hop by hop e.g. Via:

2)
end to end e.g. To:

3)
entity headers e.g. Content-length:

This convention is not mandatory but used in this specification for improved readability.   

