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10.5.6.x
Traffic Flow Template 

The purpose of the traffic flow template information element is to specify the TFT parameters and operations for a PDP context. 

The traffic flow template is a type 4 information element with a minimum length of 3 octets. No upper length limit is specified except for that given by the maximum number of octets in a L3 message (see TS 24.006).
The traffic flow template information element is coded as shown in Figure 10.5.x/TS 24.008 and Table 10.5.y/TS 24.008.
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Figure 10.5.x/TS 24.008: Traffic flow template information element
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Figure 10.5.xa/TS 24.008: Packet filter list when the TFT operation is “delete packet filters from existing TFT” (z=N+3)
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Figure 10.5.xb/TS 24.008: Packet filter list when the TFT operation is “create new TFT”, or “add packet filters to existing TFT” or “replace packet filters in existing TFT”

Table 10.5.y/TS 24.008: Traffic flow template information element


TFT operation code (octet 3)
Bits
8 7 6

0 0 0 Spare
0 0 1 Create new TFT

0 1 0 Delete existing TFT

0 1 1 Add packet filters to existing TFT

1 0 0 Replace packet filters in existing TFT

1 0 1 Delete packet filters from existing TFT 
1 1 0 Reserved

1 1 1 Reserved

Number of packet filters (octet 3)

The number of packet filters contains the binary coding for the number of packet filters in the packet filter list. The number of packet filters field is encoded in bits 4 through 1 of octet 3 where bit 4 is the most significant and bit 1 is the least significant bit. For the “delete existing TFT” operation, the number of packet filters shall be coded as 0. For all other operations, the number of packet filters shall be greater than 0 and less than or equal to 8. 

Packet filter list (octets 4 to z)

The packet filter list contains a variable number of packet filters. For the “delete existing TFT” operation, the packet filter list shall be empty.

For the “delete packet filters from existing TFT” operation, the packet filter list shall contain a variable number of packet filter identifiers. This number shall be derived from the coding of the number of packet filters field in octet 3.

For the “create new TFT”, “add packet filters to existing TFT” and “replace packet filters in existing TFT” operations, the packet filter list shall contain a variable number of packet filters. This number shall be derived from the coding of the number of packet filters field in octet 3.

Each packet filter is of variable length and consists of 

-
a packet filter identifier (1 octet); 
-
a packet filter evaluation precedence (1 octet);

- 
the length of the packet filter contents (1 octet); and
-
the packet filter contents itself (v octets).

The packet filter identifier field is used to identify each packet filter in a TFT. Since the maximum number of packet filters in a TFT is 8, only the least significant 3 bits are used. Bits 8 through 4 are spare bits.

The packet filter evaluation precedence field is used to specify the precedence for the packet filter among all packet filters in all TFTs associated with this PDP address. Higher the value of the packet filter evaluation precedence field, lower the precedence of that packet filter is. The first bit in transmission order is the most significant bit.

The length of the packet filter contents field contains the binary coded representation of the length of the packet filter contents field of a packet filter. The first bit in transmission order is the most significant bit.

Table 10.5.y/TS 24.008 (continued): Traffic flow template information element


The packet filter contents field is of variable size and contains a variable number (at least one) of packet filter components. Each packet filter component shall be encoded as a sequence of a one octet packet filter component type identifier and a fixed length packet filter component value field. The packet filter component type identifier shall be transmitted first.

In each packet filter, there shall not be more than one occurrence of each packet filter component type. Among the “IPv4 source address type” and “IPv6 source address type” packet filter components, only one shall be present in one packet filter. Among the “single destination port type” and “destination port range type” packet filter components, only one shall be present in one packet filter. Among the “single source port type” and “source port range type” packet filter components, only one shall be present in one packet filter.

Packet filter component type identifier
Bits
8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 IPv4 source address type
0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 IPv6 source address type

0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 Protocol identifier/Next header type

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 Single destination port type

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 Destination port range type

0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 Single source port type 
0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 Source port range type

0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 Security parameter index type

0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 Type of service/Traffic class type

1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Flow label type

All other values are reserved.

For “IPv4 source address type”, the packet filter component value field shall be encoded as a sequence of a four octet IPv4 address field and a four octet IPv4 address mask field. The IPv4 address field shall be transmitted first.

For “IPv6 source address type”, the packet filter component value field shall be encoded as a sequence of a sixteen octet IPv6 address field and a sixteen octet IPv6 address mask field. The IPv6 address field shall be transmitted first.

For “Protocol identifier/Next header type”, the packet filter component value field shall be encoded as one octet which specifies the IPv4 protocol identifier or IPv6 next header.

For “Single destination port type” and “Single source port type”, the packet filter component value field shall be encoded as two octet which specifies a port number.

For “Destination port range type” and “Source port range type”, the packet filter component value field shall be encoded as a sequence of a two octet port range low limit field and a two octet port range high limit field. The port range low limit field shall be transmitted first.

For “Security parameter index”, the packet filter component value field shall be encoded as four octet which specifies the IPSec security parameter index.

For “Type of service/Traffic class type”, the packet filter component value field shall be encoded as a sequence of a one octet Type-of-Service/Traffic Class field and a one octet Type-of-Service/Traffic Class mask field. The Type-of-Service/Traffic Class field shall be transmitted first.

For “Flow label type”, the packet filter component value field shall be encoded as three octet which specifies the IPv6 flow label. The bits 8 through 5 of the first octet shall be spare whereas the remaining 20 bits shall contain the IPv6 flow label.
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