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Answer to the LS on proposition of CRs concerning the clarification of class-B mode of operation

The joint S2/SMG12 meeting has reviewed the liaison statement from SMG2 WPA on the “proposition of CRs concerning the clarification to class-B mode of operation” for GSM Release 97. 

As stated in an earlier LS from SMG12 to SMG2 WPA, S2/SMG12 agrees with SMG2 WPA that the description of the class-B mode of operation in GSM 03.60 v6.2.0 allows for different interpretations. The text provided by GSM 02.60 v6.0.0 defines the service requirements:

Class B:
Supports simultaneous attach, simultaneous activation and simultaneous monitor. Supports only limited simultaneous invocation: GPRS virtual circuits (GPRS-activation) shall not be cleared down due to invocation or traffic of circuit switched services, the status of the GPRS virtual connection is then "busy or held". Simultaneous traffic shall not be supported. The mobile user can make and/or receive calls on either of the two services sequentially but not simultaneously. The selection of the appropriate service is performed automatically.

The service definition above requires only sequential service invocation. Only monitoring is required simultaneously. There is no requirement to monitor while a service is activated. From this definition S2/SMG12 derives no requirement for the MS to monitor paging while the MS is assigned to a packet data or any other dedicated channel. The LS from SMG2 WPA also shares this view as stated in the SMG2 WPA working assumption:

“SMG2 WPA considers that there is no requirement for a MS operating in class B mode of operation to listen to circuit switched paging channel when in packet transfer mode. In case an MS operating in class-B mode of operation receives a paging for circuit-switch call when in packet transfer mode, it may either:

· Ignore the paging message ; or

· Answer the paging thereby aborting the current GPRS data transfer(s) and suspend any GPRS activity until return to idle mode.

The selection between the two possibilities would be made automatically by the MS, upon reception of the circuit-switched paging message, probably based upon a pre-set user input.”

S2/SMG12 does not find that the current service definition of class B in GSM 02.60 forbid the working assumption made by SMG2 WPA. Furthermore, the proposed CR on GSM 02.60 seems far to detailed for a stage 1 description (introducing terms such as packet transfer mode, which are defined in the stage 3 descriptions). 

S2/SMG12 finds it more appropriate to add clarifying text in GSM 03.60, which will be in line with the SMG2 WPA working assumption presented above. However, the S2/SMG12 meeting would like to receive SMG1 guidance on this before adding a clarification in 03.60. 
