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1. Overall Description:

TSG GERAN WG2 would like to thank TSG CN WG1 for their LS dealing with the coding of MS Radio Access Capabilities for UMTS only mobiles.
GERAN 2 noticed that the proposed CRs deal with two separate issues:

1. Definition of MS RAC encoding for R99 UEs which do not support any GSM band.
2. Removal of the restriction for multiband mobile stations to send information about only one of the upper GSM bands (GSM 1800 / GSM 1900).
GERAN 2 agrees on the first change (UMTS-only MS RAC coding) as proposed by CN 1.

However GERAN 2 has a concern about the second change when considering the invoked reason for change: in fact, the knowledge of the band indicator by a MS camped on a multiband network (e.g. GSM 850 / GSM 1900 - in that case the band indicator is set to GSM 1900 in the cell) would instead avoid the MS to send the alternate upper GSM band capabilities (in our example GSM 1800) which are useless for that network (GSM 1800 and GSM 1900 bands can never be co-located). 

Sending only the relevant capabilities, as it is specified so far, would avoid an increase in the size of the affected radio interface messages, and would prevent any potential interoperability issues with the legacy networks complying with the current specifications.
Given the above-mentioned considerations, GERAN 2 is recommending to narrow the changes to the key issue (i.e. MS Radio Access Capability coding for UMTS-only terminals), and has amended the CN 1 CRs accordingly. This would not preclude discussing further the need for the second change for Rel 6 onwards if deemed necessary.

2. Actions:

To TSG CN group 

ACTION:

TSG GERAN WG2 kindly asks TSG CN to approve the attached CRs to solve the issue of MS Radio Access Capability coding for UMTS only terminals.
3. Date of Next GERAN WG2 Meetings:

GERAN WG2 #14 (co-located with GERAN #14): April 8-10, 2003, Munich, Germany

GERAN WG2 #14bis: May 19-23, 2003, San Diego, USA

