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Abstract of document:

The present document contains a detailed description of the handover procedures to be used in PLMNs. The purpose of the handover procedures, as described in this specification, are to ensure that the connection to the Mobile Station (MS) or User Equipment (UE) is maintained as it moves from one cell or radio network to another. The document defines the circuit switched handover functionality based on the service requirements in TS 22.129 [9].

This specification considers the following four cases:

I) Intra-MSC handover.

II) Intra-3G_MSC handover/relocation. This case also includes inter-system handover between RNS and BSS if the 3G_MSC supports the A-interface. 

III) Inter-MSC handover, sub-divided into the following three procedures:

a) the Basic Inter-MSC Handover procedure, MSC-A to MSC-B;

b) the Subsequent Inter-MSC Handover procedure, MSC-B to a third MSC, MSC-B';

c) the Subsequent Inter-MSC handback, MSC-B to MSC-A.

IV) Inter-3G_MSC handover/relocation, divided into three further sub-procedures:

a) the Inter-3G_MSC Handover procedure, UMTS to GSM;

b) the Inter-3G_MSC Handover procedure, GSM to UMTS;

c) the Inter-3G_MSC Relocation procedure, 3G_MSC-A to 3G_MSC-B. This procedure can also be combined with a hard change of radio resources (Hard Handover with switch in the core network).

Changes since last presentation to TSG CN Meeting #3:

Added UMTS functionalities as above, New structure, and modernized figures.
Outstanding Issues:

None.

Contentious Issues:

None.

